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COMMAND   
HELLO FROM LINDA!  

                                                  Adm. Linda Smith 

   Spring is finally here and there’s reason for optimism … not just because the weather is warmer and 

better. Most of us are in the process of getting our COVID vaccines 

and the rest of us will be able to get them very soon. Finally it’s 

possible to see some light at the end of this VERY deep tunnel we’ve 

been in for over a year. There is HOPE that things will get back to 

some kind of normal and that old saying, “It won’t be as long as it 

has been” takes on a promise that we’ve been hoping for. 

   While we’re going to have another ZOOM meeting this month, in 

May we will have our first ‘in person’ meeting in 7 months at the Sugar Mill Recreation Area 

pavilion. We will be ZOOMING it for our out-of-town folks. We’re not sure what the meeting will be 

about yet but it’s just good to know we’ll be meeting actually TOGETHER again, which also gives us the promise of 

things to come as we struggle back to being 

“normal.” I’m looking forward to it like a kid at 

Christmas. 

   We hope to see ALL of you at this month’s ZOOM 

meeting featuring Terry Baucom from B&D Comics. 

It’s going to be a good meeting. Please do invite a 

friend. 

   I’m going to leave you with this lovely photo of our 

back yard on the Class M planet of Amherst, VA. This is the view I enjoy from our sun room every morning for breakfast 

and every afternoon while I have lunch. Even on a cloudy day the forsythia at the edge of our yard where it joins the 

woods brightens the day. And it makes me feel positive again about our future and the future of the Heimdal. 

                               

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

                                         Adm. Willy Smith, XO, Chief Science Officer 

    XO Willy saying hello! 

    Hello again Heimdal members!  It always seems that a month has gone by really fast and here I 

am again writing a “hello” to my friends that I miss in this club.  Oh, but this time there are 

differences in the XO’s article … spring has finally arrived, plants are flowering, trees are budding 

and the hay fever I’ve grown up with has reared its ugly head again.  

    Our house has just had a facelift and she’s looking like a teenager standing proud on her moss-

covered lot. She just got new siding in March that followed new windows and porch rails that were 

installed last summer. There’s still more work to do around the edges but cars are slowing down to 
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check her out and sooner or later there will be an offer.  It’s like all the rain has washed her clean … but Linda and I 

planned the improvements and I’m calling it “old proofing” (or elderizing) the house … equipping it with everything no 

or low maintenance to see us through our twilight years. 

   I didn’t sit down to write about our “foxy” house but rather about our 

Heimdal members that have been loyal to us by continuing to renew and 

we’re planning ‘in person,’ outdoor meetings at our subdivision pavilion 

again.  As nice as it was to see many of us at the ZOOM meetings, it’ll 

be nice to be outside coming closer to being “normal” again.  I would 

hope we could continue having our meetings on ZOOM, too, saying 

hello to those so far away that are so important to the Heimdal during 

this pandemic and every day.  I’m sure we will keep them included.  

Many chapters have either closed or just existed but part of the 

“personal” structure is weak. Some have flourished as we have, because, 

I think, of the people that make up the chapter. I just want to say 

THANK YOU for being the strength of the Heimdal. 

    OK… thanks for reading this AND staying with the Heimdal.  If 

you’d REALLY like to see examples of why the Heimdal has continued 

to be a positive force in Region One, I have a flash drive I can mail to you for about 4 bucks.  The envelope and postage 

cost about that much. Just let me know ahead of time so I have time to prepare everything (just a thought). Be safe until 

the next time …….. 

              FROM THE DESK OF THE SECOND OFFICER 

            RAdm. Carl Davis, Second Officer, Security Chief 

  Well, just when you think you’ve seen it all something new comes along to make you 

go, “hmmm.” 
    As I was walking down towards the phaser sim 

fields yesterday I was amazed to find what appeared to 

be a British police call box sitting across from the 

staging area/equipment storage hut. The only thing that 

came to mind was the TARDIS from Doctor Who.  

   I cautiously approached and opened the door half 

expecting to find the doctor but there was no one 

present. I was a bit disappointed to find that the inside 

seemed only marginally bigger than the outside and it also seemed that the 

equipment was rather singular in purpose. Not designed for space and time travel 

but a place of rest and relief. Still, it added a new dimension to an otherwise 

mundane activity. Who knows, with some imagination and creativity we may 

be able to create some changes and “boldly go as no person has gone before.” If 

nothing else, I think the new addition will bring a smile to Whovians that come 

to sharpen their phaser skills. We might see about developing some courses 

especially for sonic screwdriver drills although I believe many of the techniques 

cross over. It just may be that we are the first phaser sim facility in the galaxy to 

offer a PortaTARDIS. And fly the flag of the United Federation of Planets. 

Perhaps we need to hold a special christening meeting for the PT. I will run the 

idea by the Captain and see if she likes the idea. 

 

MEETINGS AND COMMITMENTS  

 

APRIL MEETING 

   The April Heimdal meeting will be another ZOOM event on April 

17 starting at 6:30 p.m.  Our meeting guest speaker will be Terry 

Baucom, owner and operator of B&D Comics in Roanoke, VA. 

B&D Comics has been in business in Roanoke for 38 years and got 

its start on Williamson Road in 1982 and moved in 1992. Owner 

PortaTARDIS 



 
Terry Baucom runs the shop. Terry will be speaking to us about comics and collectibles.  

   I told Terry she could give a straight forward presentation, a relaxed, chatting type 

of presentation or a Q&A meeting. Here is her answer, “Q&A really works best for 

me if that is possible. Only preface it with the fact that I do not know what will be 

worth money in the future! If I knew that, I could have retired years ago! ;) I really 

do wish I had that crystal ball... lol. Looking forward to meeting your group!” 

   I hope you ALL will be able to join us and give Terry a big welcome. Please feel 

free to invite a friend. See you there and bring your questions for Terry. We’ll see you 

soon … 

   Tim Hazlett will be coordinating / hosting the ZOOM meeting and here are the 

coordinates: 

 

Tim Hazlett is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Heimdal Zoom Meeting 

Time: Apr 17, 2021 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/9274947336 

Meeting ID: 927 494 7336 

Passcode: 273082 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,9274947336#,,,,*273082# US (Washington DC) 

8558801246,,9274947336#,,,,*273082# US Toll-free 

Dial by your location 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

855 880 1246 US Toll-free 

Meeting ID: 927 494 7336 

Passcode: 273082 

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acC7yeT7hQ 

 

MARCH MEETING 

By Jonathan Hatter 

   The monthly meeting of the USS Heimdal was held on Saturday March 20, 2021. In attendance were 20 people, several 

cats, a pet squirrel, and an inflatable alien. We have a strong PetFleet population among us.  

   Commanding Officer Admiral Linda Smith started off with a “brief” business meeting that included the following 

important points: 

●  The Region One summit may be postponed due to the ongoing Covid pandemic 

● The Command Staff  hopes to have an in person meeting at the recreation pavilion near Admiral 

Smith’s home in May 

● Security Chief Admiral Carl Davis has scheduled two phaser simulations for April 10th and May 

8th, both at 1 o'clock p.m. 

   Our presenters this evening were Weston and Sarah Webb. The Webb’s are members of the 501st Legion, a worldwide 

costuming organization with 25,000 members. Their costumes are styled off of the villains from the Star Wars franchise 

Terry Baucom at B&D Comics 
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and use the motto “Bad guys doing good.” They may dress up as the villains but they support organizations like The 

Children's Miracle Network, and even attend children's hospitals. They support 

these multiple charities through events such as walk-a-thons, and blood drives. 

This is all to promote their love of Star Wars while doing good for the 

community.  

   Joining us from their incredible Star Wars themed basement, Weston shared a 

fantastic presentation that details how the organization came to be, its structure, 

and more importantly, how you can join! He shared a collection of photos and 

videos from charity events, and convention appearances. Next he shared a couple 

of incredible helmets that he had created on the 3-D printer along with some 

props to accessorize the costumes.  

   The Webbs are also members of the Mandalorian Mercs, another Star Wars 

themed organization. They described how Sarah created a fantastic costume that 

she used to join the group. Thanks to them both for a fantastic presentation, and for taking all of our questions! 

   Thanks to Darrell Millner for hosting the meeting for us on Zoom.  Remember those key dates, and be sure to stay safe.  

 

HEIMDAL PEOPLE 

 
PROMOTIONS  

By Linda Smith 

MICHAEL LEWIS PROMOTED TO THE RANK OF COMMODORE  

   Huge CONGRATULATIONS to the Heimdal’s Michael Lewis for being promoted at my request to the flag officer rank 

of Commodore by Starfleet’s Executive Committee. Requests for flag promotions 

must be sent to Starfleet’s Promotion Coordinator with a letter of recommendation 

from the Regional Coordinator and a Promotion Request Form filled out by the 

recommending officer. The EC meets and considers all promotion requests for flag 

officers and the promotee and the nominating officer are informed of the promotion. 

It’s quite a process.  

   To be eligible for a flag promotion the nominee must be active at the chapter, 

regional and Starfleet level and Michael meets all those qualifications.  Here’s just a 

short list of some of the things Michael does: 

   He’s a Heimdal member who comes to meetings when he can, contributes without 

fail to the newsletter. Secures donations to the auction and does fundraisers in the 

Petersburg area for the Heimdal. 

   Regionally Michael is the Region One Recruiting and Retention Coordinator and the 

Assistant R/1 RDC of Sciences. 

   Michael is Starfleet’s Pinterest Director. 

   Michael has taken and passed 251 Starfleet Academy courses. 

   Michael volunteers with many organizations and makes the Heimdal proud to have him aboard. 

   CONGRATULATIONS, Michael on your many achievements and on this promotion to COMMODORE. 

 

DARRELL MILLNER PROMOTED TO THE RANK OF CAPTAIN 

   Deepest and most sincere CONGRATULATIONS to the Heimdal’s Chief 

Engineer, Darrell Millner for his promotion to the rank of Captain. There is no 

one more deserving of this rank increase. As a chapter commanding officer I 

have the responsibility of promoting Heimdal members as far as the rank of 

Commander but promotion to Captain must be approved by the Region One 

Regional Coordinator. I made the promotion request for Darrell in February. 

Due to delays the RC didn’t approve the promotion until March 25 but dated it 

as having been effective on March 1. 

   Darrell has been a Heimdal member since 1985 but let his membership lapse 

when he moved to Texas. He re-joined us in 2010 and kept his Commander 

rank. In 2015 he took and passed both OTS and OCC. 

COMMODORE LEWIS 

 

CAPTAIN MILLNER 

 



 
   A year ago Darrell applied for the position of Chief Engineer, a position he’d held previously before relocating to Texas. 

Since taking the position he has done so much for the department including monthly communication with all members of 

the department, starting a monthly Engineering ZOOM meeting, adding an Engineering web site attached to the 

Heimdal’s web site that is a delightful work in progress and without fail reports monthly to his Regional Division Chief of 

Engineering.  

   Darrell submits no less than one article monthly to the Heimdal’s newsletter and usually more, he is one of the 

Heimdal’s two ZOOM Coordinators, he sends WELCOME emails to each new Heimdal member, serves on both the 

Heimdal’s Executive Committee and Space Camp Committee, he rarely misses a Heimdal ZOOM meeting, has on 

occasion driven from his home in Georgia to attend a Security Department Phaser Simulation and he and his wife, 

Barbara travel here to be a part of the Heimdal’s Annual Charity Auction in non-pandemic years.  

   Darrell is not only active at the Heimdal level, he is active at the Regional and Starfleet 

level. 

   This promotion shows that people ARE recognized for all the good stuff they do, 

especially those people who don’t do what they do for gain or promotion … They are 

recognized because they enjoy doing their best and make it fun all at the same time.  

   CONGRATULATIONS to Darrell on this most deserved promotion. You make us 

proud, CAPTAIN Millner … 

 

ZAK LYON PROMOTED TO THE RANK OF LIEUTENANT 

   CONGRATULATIONS to Zak Lyon for his promotion on March 25 to the rank of 

Lieutenant through the Heimdal’s Promotion Point System. Keeping up with his points, 

Zak was able to reach the necessary 60 points for promotion and even more. 

   New to the Heimdal in August 2020, Zak has made contributions to the Heimdal’s 

newsletter, Rainbow Connection and has never missed a ZOOM meeting. Living at a 

distance and during a pandemic Zak has made his membership count, contributed to the 

Heimdal, gotten another promotion AND had a good time. CONGRATULATIONS 

again, Zak. 

 

WELCOME NEW HEIMDAL MEMBER, KRISTINA CONTRERAS 

By Kristine Contreras 

   I am 45 years old and I have lived in Virginia since 2010, having moved from my 

home state of California. For over 10 years I have worked at Radford University and am 

currently the Graduation Coordinator for undergraduate degrees. Not only do I award all 

undergraduate degrees, but I am also the university Staff Senate President. I advocate for 

545 classified staff members and liaison between the administration and my constituents. 

I received both my bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Communication from Radford 

University.  

   I have two children, Becky (16) and Alex (almost 9), and my mother, Kathy, who lives 

with me. We have two cats in the house, Shadow and Orion that are my daughter’s, but I 

also love dogs.  

   I am a fan of science fiction that includes Star Trek, Star Wars, Battlestar Galactica 

(reboot), to name a few. I am an avid video gamer with some of my favorites being the 

Fallout series, Skyrim, and Mass Effect series. I also love to bake and crochet. 

  

RENEWALS 
     A special THANK YOU to Tammy, Robin & Madison, Richard, Angie & Jonah, Robert, Cindy & Kinsey, & Gary 

Burley for renewing with Starfleet and staying with us another wonderful year (even with a pandemic). 

   Sadly, new member, Jonathan Wiegand did not renew this year. We are so sorry he wasn’t able 

to stay with us until this pandemic is behind us and the Heimdal is up and running again … firing 

on all her thrusters … so he could enjoy what we do in the community, what we do as a fun and 

interesting club and what we do as friends. I think he would have enjoyed it. The Heimdal’s door 

is ALWAYS open and should he decide to renew he will still retain his SCC number and his seat 

on our Heimdal bus.  

LIEUTENANT LYON 



 
     Our Membership Coordinator (one of the many hats he wears), Willy Smith sends out email reminders to everyone a 

month in advance of your renewal date. THANK YOU, Willy! And he will renew for you with the Heimdal’s PayPal 

account and you can pay us back if you’d rather do it that way. 

   XXX PLEASE NOTE: When Willy sends you your renewal reminder he 

includes in that email your SCC number and instructions on how to renew 

through Starfleet’s web site, as well as your expiration date. 

   Remember, Starfleet suggests you renew a month before your expiration date so 

you won’t risk being removed from the Heimdal’s roster, which happens at the 

stroke of midnight on your expiration date if you haven’t renewed.  

       Those needing to renew are:                                                                    

April – 

   Weston & Sarah Webb – April 18 

May – 

   Paul Muse – May 10 

   Zac & Chelsea Adkins – May 13 

   Bill Booker – May 18 

   Mike Davis – May 21    

June –  

   Annette Overstreet – June 10 

   David Frankham (Dennis) - June 17 

   Virginia Williams – June 19 

   Carol Walker – June 21 

   Kelley Dudley – June 24 

   Darrell & Barbara Millner – June 29     

                                   

VISITING JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 

By Jim Daly 

(Editor’s Note: Jim Daly is a friend of the Heimdal and has been for a number of years … contributing to our 

auction, receiving our newsletter and has been instrumental in the Heimdal receiving annual donations from a 

local trust fund. He recently took a trip to Johnson Space Center and wanted to share the lovely photos from his 

trip with us. Enjoy!) 

    I recently had the pleasure of visiting the Johnson Space Center in Houston, TX. It was a most enjoyable day, not only 

really cool but also very educational. I could imagine it being like a crash course from the Space Camp that the Heimdal 

students have attended. There is so much to see like the lunar landing ship and lunar rover to the full size football field 

length Saturn V rocket. There are a lot of exhibits on the Mars exhibition and the ISS (international space station). There 

are astronauts to talk to, an IMAX movie presentation, simulator rides, real meteorites, and tours of the Space Shuttle 

Independence. There are also guided tours of the astronaut training center and the Robotic development area. It made me 

think of the Heimdal. 

 

 

 

 

Spring!!!! 

 



 
HEIMDAL SICKBAY 

Special GET WELL wishes go out to those Heimdal members who have been in Sickbay recently and are recovering: 

   Larry Rowland who fell and broke his leg. He is recovering well, is finally able to drive short distances and is glad to 

be mobile again. 

   Dennis Henderson who was hospitalized recently with cardiac concerns. At home and back at work now, Dennis is still 

having tests. 

   Michael Lewis who fell recently and broke several bones in his hand. Following surgery he is at home and progressing 

slowly from the recent injury. 

   Beth Hopkins who has been a bit ‘under the weather’ but is feeling much better now. 

    We wish all of our Heimdal people in Sickbay speedy recoveries. 

 

PERSONAL LOG: MY MEDICAL EMERGENCY 

Cmdr. DW Henderson reporting. 

Stardate 03052021. 

     On that date I had a near death experience, no moreover a wakeup call.  Two days 

prior I had tightness in my chest like a bad chest cold.  Didn't think anything about it.  My 

at work project continued into an overtime day.  So Friday, I was getting into my vehicle 

and had to step back out.  I was having a really hard time breathing.  Felt like a panic 

attack of sorts.  I stood there a few minutes hoping it would subside.  Ok then, not as tight 

but breathing, I went on to work.   

   Felt really rough that day and just directed my crew in what to do.  Called a friend to 

get their opinion.  She said to go to the hospital.  We worked a full day and got home 

around 6 pm.  Cleaned up and went to the hospital ER.  Checked in and was hustled on in because what I had reported.  

From that point the ordeal began.   

     I went through the gauntlet of tests and blood letting.  EKG, CT scan, X-rays and the infamous angiogram.  I say 

infamous because there is an interesting story there.  Before that, however, the doctors threatened stents and open heart 

surgery.  Hmph.  So they prepped me for the test.   

   There were three ladies of short and of round build that set upon me.  Shaving me, moving my gown around etc. -- 

terribly uncomfortable situation.  So they put their injection points in my wrist and groin.  I didn't feel anything at all 

during this time; the areas were well anesthetized.  Was feeling a little loopy at this point.  Few minutes later it was all 

done.    

     On a personal note:  considering the sticky pads and tape, if they were going for some kind of wax job, they left me 

patchy.   

     I was held over another day.  Almost got in trouble because at 3 a.m. they 

wanted to draw blood.  Being poked and prodded that was the last straw but I 

manned up.   

     OK, from here the diagnosis was Congestive Heart Failure with a 20% 

blockage.  Part of my heart had thickening of walls.  Add to that being a type 2 

diabetic, made things more interesting.  Was now prescribed 8 drugs and 

lectured on my diet, weight, etc.   

   Was released Saturday afternoon.  Rested and subsequently had follow up 

appointments.  Went back to work on Wednesday.  I know, too early but only 

supervised the work.  (I think this was in a bad episode of House).  Feeling better and slowly getting back in the swing of 

work.  Follow up tests continue.  When you are set in your ways, change is difficult.  End of report. 

Sidebar: 

     I carried around a comic quip from the Washington Star.  It was called Graffiti.  Cute little sayings.  It went:  If you 

don't go to friend's funerals they won't come to yours. 

EPITAPH By Merrit Malloy 

   When I die, give what's left of me away to children and old men that wait to die. And if you need to cry, cry for your 

brother and sister who walked the street beside you. And when you need me put your arms around anyone, and give them 

what you need to give me. I want to leave you something, something better than words or sounds. Look for me in the 

people I've known or loved. And if you cannot give me away at least let me live in your eyes and not your mind. You can 

love me most by letting hands touch hands, by letting bodies touch bodies, and letting go of children that need to be free. 

Love doesn't die, people do. So when all that's left of me is love, give me away. 



 
HEIMDAL STUFF 

 

HEIMDAL RECEIVES QUARTERLY AMAZON SMILE DONATION 

   I received this in the mail in mid-March. Thank you for using 

AmazonSmile and using the Heimdal as your charity. Please continue doing 

that and tell your friends to make the Heimdal their charity on Amazon 

Smile, too: 

Dear Charity Administrator, 
   This email is to notify you that Heimdal Science Fiction (EIN: 54-1769848) has been issued a $15.76 donation from 

the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile program activity between October 1 and December 31, 2020. 
The donation was deposited to your organization's bank account on or before February 21, 2021. 

Thank you, Your AmazonSmile Team 

QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

Suddenly the COVID vaccine is available to almost all of us & our age groups. 

1) Have you gotten the vaccine? If not, do you plan to get it? (Please remember we are totally apolitical. If you plan 

not to get the vaccine you don't need to say why not ... just have you already had the vaccine & if not, do you plan 

to get it?) 

2) If we are able to get back to mostly normal sometime this year, what is the FIRST thing you want to do (hug a 

grandchild? eat dinner at a nice restaurant with friends? go to a movie? take a vacation? stand on a 

mountain top & scream??? go to the most wonderful Heimdal meeting????) 
Janice Lawson:   1) I have yet to receive the vaccine but I really want to get it.  

2) I haven't seen my mother in a year because of this awful pandemic. I will give her the biggest hug imaginable and tell 

her how much I love her. I pray it is very soon. 

Paul Muse:  1) I have gotten the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

2)  First thing I want to do is gather with the extended family I haven’t seen in a year. 

Robin Hudson: 1) I got my first vaccine March 19th and am getting my second one April 16th  

2) I would want to go to a convention or the beach 

Lem Campbell: 1) Yes I have taken the shot. I was offered the Johnson & Johnson.  

2) All of the items listed and then some. 

Daryl Gooch:  No 

Willy Smith: 1) Yes, I have already taken the 1st shot with nothing more than a sore arm. 

2) I've been looking forward to having dinner with friends AND a Heimdal meeting 

 Larry Rowland:   1) No I have not taken the vaccine and I do not plan to. Reason, same reason I do not take a flu shot, 

do not think I need it.  

 2) Nothing really, I still hug some of my friends at church and other places, I go eat with friends, never stopped. I would 

love to go on vacation, but it's more of a money issue not COVID related. Would like to come to a meeting, but can't think 

of anything I am desperate to do. LOL. 

Linda Smith: 1) I’ve had the first Pfizer vaccine & will have had the second shot by the time this newsletter comes out. 

2) I can’t wait for the Heimdal to be THE HEIMDAL again. I miss our meetings, the good stuff we do in the community, 

the craziness we all share with each other, refreshments at meetings, our parties and Game Nights and hugging everybody. 

I also miss going out to dinner and can’t wait to do that again, especially on nights when I really don’t want to cook. I 

guess I am looking forward to getting back to Life, the Universe and Everything. 

Zak Lyon: 1) I haven’t gotten the vaccine, but will when it is made available to my age group in phase 2. 

2) I learned a lesson this year. Don’t put things off. I was planning a dinner party for some dear friends that got delayed a 

whole calendar year. That’s the first thing I’ll do.  

Darrell Millner: 1) Part 1 - Yes I have. 

2) Run off to visit our youngest in Colorado Springs, CO and also visit Badlands National Park, South Dakota.  

Michael Lewis:  1) I received the first of two shots.  

2) Go to the most wonderful Heimdal meeting. 

Joe Arnold: 1) Yes, I got both the COVID vaccines. 

2) When things get back to normal I look forward to going back into a bank lobby, eating at some restaurants where the 

dining areas are closed, and going back into a business that is closed off to the public, to be able to have in person 

Heimdal meetings. 



 
HEIMDAL’S FACEBOOK PAGE 

The Heimdal’s Facebook page, HEIMDAL’S SCIENCE FICTION PAGE has news of upcoming  
meetings, spotlights on new members, photos from Heimdal meetings and events AND some really 

cool and funny stuff. We currently have 218 LIKES. DO drop by and have a look and LIKE us 

while you’re there. You may also go to the page and invite your friends to LIKE us. It’s no tribble 

at all ….  

    

FROM OUR DEPARTMENTS 

 

<<SCIENCE>>> 

 

GREEN HOT RUN FIRE TEST COMPLETE 

From Admiral Willy Smith, Chief Science Officer 

   The largest rocket element NASA ever built – the core stage of the Space Launch System (SLS)  rocket fired 

its four engines for a full eight minutes on Thursday, March 18, at the Stennis Space Center near Bay St. Louis, 

Mississippi.  I was late for the actual TEST, but it was awesome if you can click the HOT FIRE link below.  It 

was called a “green run” because all these items have never been put to the test before together … it could have 

been a monster explosion but things went well.  So, this begins the 

pavement of our long journey to Mars. 

   Artemis 1 is a step to having a MOONBASE that’s important to 

making it to Mars.  Hopefully news from Mars rover Perseverance will 

give us exciting information.  PLEASE VIEW THE INCLUDED LINKS 

(it keeps my article short)   Hit “ctrl+ click  The successful “hot fire” 

test is a critical milestone ahead of the Artemis I mission, which will 

send an uncrewed Orion spacecraft on a test flight around the Moon and 

back to Earth, paving the way for future Artemis missions with 

astronauts. 

   Next, engineers will scrutinize the data and refurbish the stage prior to 

delivery to our Kennedy Space Center in Florida, where it will be 

assembled with the Orion spacecraft and the other parts of the rocket. 

The next time we’ll see the rocket light up will be on the launch pad for liftoff of Artemis I to the Moon. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OSdt1iPlDd2edQBizx5tKfcn1CHsHh0BrWXR1OIRsZMaCiJh1eM71NcFmx6zeNCuKdblnlFgJ05hR0uLArJyFgdngOh_eMQYfvg_tqt25hikobazZR1MKFge5McXTZqWNhxU35fzggfyx5t3nn33Re67YQyw6NhpmKp-Uabhf1Ggdu_N389XihFil04MRqS4&c=B1v0bSlWT6dUB7pHHErDtpoXWGo79mupJZ2p5MhHGWhZ00Vq_Bg9XA==&ch=pRgTXoISF2kXXgoe-GmePE98MT1YLuTgdmkqkDXGN208303Sn0XLfQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OSdt1iPlDd2edQBizx5tKfcn1CHsHh0BrWXR1OIRsZMaCiJh1eM71JvRWGYwS2UnhYJsAkWJ-JEgEVSSIla2-YlL0qWF6z7FsqUkv2tvuKHuMx-ntV9YAAqRH8JPHP0oGBYI-gj7z96BT8xNU6VLKEJ-jhc74C6eVi33GxnFM4Qby-dmcdVO8Q==&c=B1v0bSlWT6dUB7pHHErDtpoXWGo79mupJZ2p5MhHGWhZ00Vq_Bg9XA==&ch=pRgTXoISF2kXXgoe-GmePE98MT1YLuTgdmkqkDXGN208303Sn0XLfQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OSdt1iPlDd2edQBizx5tKfcn1CHsHh0BrWXR1OIRsZMaCiJh1eM71IlA-p2_pzMMHwtsKnBlTg960eZnQwKYhwUanmyLJO-WHwywOkWLYwnl-vyo8lmpEb4NcZG7bl3jB7dHDuZduwPgOjzR6qEwL1tA1iLHCxTOuDcKvaZF4Br01r0qehTW5xx0VJvfRwaU2k0I6UzXog4=&c=B1v0bSlWT6dUB7pHHErDtpoXWGo79mupJZ2p5MhHGWhZ00Vq_Bg9XA==&ch=pRgTXoISF2kXXgoe-GmePE98MT1YLuTgdmkqkDXGN208303Sn0XLfQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OSdt1iPlDd2edQBizx5tKfcn1CHsHh0BrWXR1OIRsZMaCiJh1eM71OmRgB-gjf8ltbSzbStBL3Yk4kR50QME5aluY9lEev7h2c5ktW_zrJHzl65RqE1c2v_Mha2bumBSVnhobjyHjP-H4icpgoOzyLkrhoLDMuUn&c=B1v0bSlWT6dUB7pHHErDtpoXWGo79mupJZ2p5MhHGWhZ00Vq_Bg9XA==&ch=pRgTXoISF2kXXgoe-GmePE98MT1YLuTgdmkqkDXGN208303Sn0XLfQ==


 
<<<SECURITY>>> 

 

    SECURITY REPORT 

                                          ANOTHER FANTASTIC DAY OF PHASER SIM                                                    

                                                           Carl Davis, Chief of Security 
   The Saturday of March phaser sim dawned crisp and clear. I, for one, 

was ready to get back on the fields and sling some paint. With six people 

lined up for play it promised to be a fun day. By 10:00 I had learned that 

two of our players were not feeling up to running through the woods so 

by game time at 1:00 it was down to two players from the Security 

Department and two from Sciences. Joe arrived first, followed by Willy, and then 

Bonnie, who was running late from a previous engagement. 

   The temps were a touch cool as we went out on the small warmup field for our 

first matchup. Willy was the first to catch a burst of simulated phaser fire and 

walked off the field to be followed by Joe, who had come into Bonnie’s sights. 

Bonnie and Carl exchanged fire for a few minutes before Bonnie got a good shot 

and eliminated Carl. Score the first game for Team Science. 

   After getting fresh ammo the teams changed ends of the playing field and again 

exchanged fire. Again Willy caught the first hit leaving Bonnie to try to hold her 

own. Carl and Joe had the advantage as they caught her in crossfire and Joe scored 

a hit that tied the score with one for each team. 

   After a brief regrouping we moved to the middle field and Joe was the first 

casualty, leaving Carl to try to even the teams. Under a hail of fire from both 

Bonnie and Willy he was finally able to mark Bonnie and even the odds. An exchange of fire between the two department 

heads resulted in Willy taking a hit as he was trying to reload his marker. 

   The second game on the same field went quickly as Carl made a run for cover deep into 

Sciences territory and was hit multiple times by Willy, including one shot that managed to 

hit the knuckle and wedge under the protective glove. With Joe left to hold off the hungry 

Science team, it was only a minute of two before he was taken out of the game and the 

score was again tied between the departments. 

   After a brief rest and taking on fresh ammo the games moved to the big field where Joe 

and Carl made the hike to Farpoint Station. At the whistle blow both teams moved to 

midfield and began an intense firefight. Amidst everyone firing Carl managed a stream of 

long ball lobs that somehow put a mark on Willy. With two directing fire on Bonnie it was 

only a moment before a pink blob of paint appeared on her shoulder making her look like a 

wounded Klingon. Carl finally managed to get her to hear him as he repeatedly yelled, 

“Bonnie, you’re out!” We sat around for a few minutes reliving the fun of that matchup 

and then moved to opposite ends of the field.  (picture) 

   Quickly a firefight again ensued as we met midfield. Joe went out quickly leaving Carl 

in a bad position to defend so he tried to run back to a better defensive position. Unfortunately his foot hung a root and he 

slammed into the ground throwing his gun down hard. With team Science taking no mercy on his misfortune he grabbed 

his gun and again took off at a run only to gain about ten yards before the ground rushed up 

to meet him again. Between the two impacts of being slammed to the ground, the ammo in 

the hopper had become a gelatinous mass and even after dumping 

the ammo out and refilling it was impossible to fire a round that was 

anything near accurate. Without having any method of defense it 

was only a matter of moments before he was retired from the game 

and the score for the day was three games each. 

   As we sat commiserating about how sore we would be the next 

day, we all agreed it had been a good day and great fun. The 

temperature had warmed up while we were playing and it had been 

pleasant. Joe had one of the best days since he has been playing and 

would have won the most improved player award if such a thing 

existed. It was a therapeutic day for each of us and we await our 



 
next outing patiently. Mostly. 

   Security Departments Addendum: 

April 10
th
 is the next planned phaser sim practice so put it on the calendars. It will also be the first opportunity the crew 

has had to see the latest creation to come to Mountaintop Christian Adventures. Now located next to the phaser fields is 

the only known PortaTARDIS in captivity. You’ve heard stories and seen pictures but there is nothing quite like seeing it 

for yourself. All who are participating in phaser sim that day at 1:00pm will have unlimited access to the unique facility. 

To be able to personally “boldly go where no one has gone before.” Be one of the first to take the journey. Standing 

beside the TARDIS will make an excellent photo op and pictures like this make great presents. Masks are not required but 

might be a good idea. Hope to see many of you on the 10
th
. 

 

<<<MEDICAL>>> 

 

MEDICAL MINUTE: OXFORD ASTRA ZENECA VACCINE, TESTING THE COVID-19 VACCINE ON 

CHILDREN AND TAKING THE VACCINE WHILE PREGNANT 

By Commodore Michael Lewis 

   "Stories about people getting blood clots soon after taking the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine have become a 

source of anxiety among European leaders. After a report on a death and three hospitalizations in Norway, 

which found serious blood clotting in adults who had received the vaccine, Ireland has temporarily suspended 

the jab.” 

   According to an article dated 16 March 2021 "The drug company Moderna has begun a study that will test 

its Covid vaccine in children under 12, including babies as young as six months, the company said on 

Tuesday." 

   "Vaccine side effects like fever, sore arms, fatigue and achy joints and muscles can be more intense in children than in 

adults, and doctors say it is important for parents to know what to expect after their children are inoculated." 

   "Each child in Moderna’s study will receive two shots, 28 days apart. The 

study will have two parts. In the first, children aged 2 years to less than 12 may 

receive two doses of 50 or 100 micrograms each. Those under 2 years may 

receive two shots of 25, 50 or 100 micrograms." 

   "On January 29, 2021, the World Health Organization (WHO) updated its 

initial advice to avoid vaccination in pregnant people due to a lack of data to 

the stance that pregnant people at high risk of exposure (i.e., healthcare 

workers) may consider vaccination because of the higher risk of severe 

COVID-19 infection in pregnancy. Of note, this recommendation is not based 

on any specific safety concerns about the vaccine but just the lack of data in 

pregnant people. Additionally, the WHO stated that breastfeeding people in 

high risk exposure groups can be offered vaccination and do not need to 

discontinue breastfeeding." 

   "Pregnant people were not specifically included in the clinical trials; this is due to historical restrictions on including 

those who are pregnant in clinical trials. While the vaccine manufacturers do plan to conduct these clinical trials at a later 

date, they are currently focused on completing the first Phase 3 trials and distributing vaccines under the Emergency Use 

Authorization (EUA). Pfizer/BioNTech has also stated that they are conducting DART studies in animal models to 

determine if there are any negative side effects of the COVID-19 vaccine in pregnancy; these studies are frequently used 

to make determinations about what medical treatments should be offered to pregnant people in the absence of human 

clinical trial data. Verbal reports of the data thus far have not indicated any safety concerns. Moderna submitted data from 

a DART study in rats to the FDA on December 4, 2020 that concluded 

there were no adverse effects of a standard mRNA vaccine dose on 

female reproduction, fetal development or postnatal development. 

Johnson & Johnson's Janssen COVID-19 vaccine uses an inactive 

adenovirus (the virus that causes the common cold) as the carrier of 

instructions to the cell to make copies of the spike protein. This 

technology has been used for many years and reassuring safety data 

exists for over 200,000 people. This type of vaccine has also been 

safely used in infants and children for RSV and Ebola. 

   During the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine clinical trials, 23 people became 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/16/health/moderna-covid-vaccine-children.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/the-moderna-covid-19-mrna-1273-vaccine-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.fda.gov/media/72231/download


 
pregnant after receiving the vaccine. As far as physicians are aware, there have been no adverse effects yet reported in 

those people, but more data is required. The CDC is also collecting additional monitoring data through their smartphone 

app, V-safe, to solicit reports of side effects following vaccination. The CDC reported on January 27, 2021 that 

about 30,000 pregnant people had already enrolled in the registry. The CDC Covid-19 Vaccine Task Force in the 

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices released an update on March 1, 2021. In the enrolled population, there 

have been 275 completed pregnancies, including 232 live births. The registry shows no difference in miscarriage, 

stillbirth, pregnancy complications, and neonatal outcomes between background rates and pregnant vaccinated 

individuals. Vaccine safety data will continue to be collected for pregnant people and follow-up is planned for the first 

year of infant life."  

THREE VACCINES: WHERE AND HOW TO REGISTER FOR 

VACCINATION 

By Commodore Michael Lewis  
VASE VDH COVID-19 Vaccine Appointment Scheduling Engine (Where to go, 

what to do to get an appointment for the vaccine. Virginia is now one of the states 

making the vaccines available to all age groups above the age of 16.) 

https://vdhems.vdh.virginia.gov/vdhapps/f?p=535:200:::NO:200:P200_REG_ID_APP_KEY:7D27F90C9CF1328CD37F

D99E50B3280E 

   VCU  

The FDA has has issued emergency use authorization for three #COVID19 vaccines in the U.S. Use this infographic to 

compare vaccine type, possible side effects, and more. But remember — the best #vaccine is the one that's available to 

you!  https://bddy.me/3f6l9GP  

1.https://twitter.com/VCUHealth/status/1374088587227103240?s=20 

 

<<<ENGINEERING>>> 

 

ENGINEERING: MONTHLY UPDATE  

Capt. Darrell Millner, Chief Engineering Officer, Reporting 

Monthly Ops Report - Engineering 202104.01 

   Life continues to advance here in Engineering “under the dome of 

damn-demic” 

Highlights for this past month include: 

- Normal monthly reporting continues to Admiral Jason Schreck, RDC-Eng. 

- Comm traffic continues to improve with our Engineering team 

- Engineering departmental zooms continue to be a growing success 

- I am pleased to report that a total of 4 Engineers participated in the Heimdal 

March Zoom 

- Congratulations to Zachary Lyon, on his promotion to Lieutenant through the 

Heimdal’s Promotion Point System. He continues to establish himself as an 

amazing asset to our department. 

- Special thanks again to Weston & Sarah for sharing their wisdom regarding the 501
st
 Madalorian – Garrison Tyranus in 

March and especially regarding – R2-KT and the Power of the Pink Side. 

- Engineering Portal development continues, plus here is a link for a special message to the crew 

https://trek.millnernet.com/home/special-messages/ 

- Current compliment, 7 engineers (6 USA / 1 UK), working to expand that. 

Millner Out 

<<<COMMUNICATIONS>>> 

 

       COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 

By VAdm. Glenda Blanks, Communications Chief 

     I'm putting my recycling cap on so I can tell you how much we got for our 

cans. (I actually DO have a recycling cap; it says Cycle Systems, which is 

what the place was before it became Gerdau.) But I digress … the money we 

Chief Engineer, Captain Millner 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/28/health/pregnant-women-covid-vaccines.html
https://vdhems.vdh.virginia.gov/vdhapps/f?p=535:200:::NO:200:P200_REG_ID_APP_KEY:7D27F90C9CF1328CD37FD99E50B3280E
https://vdhems.vdh.virginia.gov/vdhapps/f?p=535:200:::NO:200:P200_REG_ID_APP_KEY:7D27F90C9CF1328CD37FD99E50B3280E
https://mobile.twitter.com/VCUHealth
https://mobile.twitter.com/hashtag/COVID19?src=hashtag_click
https://mobile.twitter.com/hashtag/vaccine?src=hashtag_click
https://t.co/8PCh2y2wzy?amp=1
https://twitter.com/VCUHealth/status/1374088587227103240?s=20
https://trek.millnernet.com/home/special-messages/


 
got for the cans was $5.10. We only had 17 lb. and cans are only $.30/lb. right now. However, that $5.10 will help to send 

Rain Cons to the people who don't have computers, and as Linda always says, that's $5.10 more than we had. 

   We need more cans. Now I know that Dan and I aren't the only folks in our group who buy drinks in cans. Just bag them 

up and I will meet you wherever is convenient for you. My email is gkblanks@yahoo.com, or call me at (434)841-6024. 

 

CADET NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heimdal’s Cadet Corps: Left to right – Allen Hatter, Darrell Spencer, Jon Farlow and Jonah Ryan 

 

   CADET ALLEN HATTER   

By Jonathan Hatter 

   Cadet Allen Hatter continues to do well in his school studies. He is still participating in both Scouts and Karate on 

Zoom. He's preparing for another Belt test in the coming weeks that will involve a lot of exercises and Cha San Ryu 

Karate techniques.  

   Several weekends ago we helped some leaders and members of the Troop with the clean-up of leaves and brush at 

Peakland United Methodist Church in Lynchburg. PUMC sponsors the Troop and allows us to use the building for 

meetings and activities.  

   We hope to go camping again in May and have signed up to attend Scout summer camp in Goshen this July. 

 

REGION ONE STUFF 

 

REGION ONE SUMMIT POSTPONED 

By Ben Redding 

Hello Region One, From Alpha Outpost,  

   Well, it's only one week until the end of the month and with no more 

registrations and the worst part of it all, the virus numbers have increased the 

past couple of weeks, probably due to the spring breaks. So as much as I hate to 

do so, as of today March 24, 2021, the Region One Summit will be moved to 

2022.  

   I would not want for anyone to come and get the virus and with the numbers 

going back up instead of trending down still, I don't feel it would be good. By 

next year, most people will have taken the shot, that is going to take it, and it will 

make it a safer bet to be more virus free. All funds will just pass over to next 

year, the cost will stay the same for everyone that has already made registrations.  

   The hotel is working with me to hopefully come up with an earlier date so that 

the IC next year will be further away from the Summit so many can attend both. 

As soon as the hotel gets back with me, I will forward it to the list so everyone 

knows the exact dates.  

   I can't express how grateful I am to the ones who were intending to be here, 

pandemic or not, ty for your earnest effort. I do however understand the concern 

with the ones that did not want to chance it as this virus is not a thing to look 

over and just forget.  

   In the meantime, you can still order items right on our website, 

www.region1summit.com that will help us continue to raise the funds to make 

sure everything that we want to do can be done for you. 

Gatlinburg 

mailto:gkblanks@yahoo.com
http://www.region1summit.com/?fbclid=IwAR1SlWq9kq2AvaMkPCkb058eUlgN3VgrbRiXX2o7gojJtrXi1EgRELOUYTc


 
   Thank you for any and all support, and not just financially that everyone has extended and again, we are still looking 

forward to next year. 

ADDENDUM: 

   Hi Region One … OK, hotel got back to me on the Summit. They will have a little increase but not too bad. Rooms will 

now be $132.00 per night and the banquet will be 27.00 so not real bad. The dates will be March 11th, 12th, and 13th. 

These dates were chosen to be the furthest from the IC we could get at the least expensive price so that hopefully more 

can go to both next year. The Hotel will also honor that rate for 3 days before or 3 days after so if someone wants to make 

a vacation out of it they could. The registration page is now back up and running, the rates are as follows:  

04/01/2021 thru 06/30/2021 $30.00 

07/01/2021 thru 09/33/2021 $35.00 

10/01/2021 thru 12/31/2021 $40.00 

01/01/2022 and later $45.00 

www.region1summit.com is still the website.  

   We still look forward to welcoming everyone to a great weekend. You can email with any questions. 

region1summit@gmail.com  

PS: As promised, everyone who has paid for any item already, no change will be made to your cost, you are fully paid, 

just from this point on will the price be the new ones. 

Yours in Fleet, 

VADM Ben C. Redding  

CO Bennu Station 

RECRUITING AND RETENTION REPORT, REGION ONE 

By Commodore Michael Lewis, R/1 Recruiting and Retention Director 

   My outreach continues with teams from Region One states playing in March Madness championship games in Region 

One state Indiana.  

"The 2021 NCAA DI men's basketball tournament will be unlike any March Madness that has come before. All games 

will be played in Indiana, with most in Indianapolis." 

"The 2021 NCAA women's basketball tournament features 64 teams playing for a national title." 

 

STARFLEET STUFF 

 

  NEW STARFLEET PETFLEET PROGRAM INVITES ALL TO BE 

INVOLVED 

By Bob Voseller 

   Our pets are our friends and family. Pet Fleet allows us to share our love of 

our pets with our fellow members of Starfleet. 

   Next month a new project of Pet Fleet will begin. A virtual program that will 

help further showcase the galaxy of animals that are part of our lives. 

   Please join Pet Fleet Director Frances Smith, USS Stella Pirata, R7 Capt. 

Maria Dutilly and me (Bob V) as "Pet Fleet Presents" a look at Pet Fleet 

members. 

   We will be showcasing SF members and their pets and how they came 

together.  If you are interested in being a guest on this monthly hour long show, 

contact us by emailing beamaboard@aol.com. 

   More details will be presented as to the date and time of broadcast, format etc. 

   We want to learn about you, what chapter and region you are part of and your pet's name and details you can provide, 

adventures you have had and special things you wish to share. 

 

STAR TREK STUFF 

GRUDGE THE CAT BOOK COMING OUT THIS FALL 

From Trek Today 

   Cleveland “Book” Booker’s cat Grudge is getting her own book, titled 

Star Trek Discovery: The Book of Grudge: Book’s Cat from Star Trek 

Discovery. 

http://www.region1summit.com/?fbclid=IwAR3aDMTiRb0EILbqXmr-OLDrdb6e-fIeXXS_Q2Ic440SWvHPtun2fc5fZrA
mailto:region1summit@gmail.com
mailto:beamaboard@aol.com.


 
   Here’s the official description of the book, which will be written by Robb Pearlman. “Grudge is a ‘Queen,’ and she 

knows it. Everyone – her so-called owner, Cleveland ‘Book’ Booker, Michael Burnham, Ryn, Zareh, and Tilly – bows 

down to her, some more willingly than others. And nothing, not extended periods in space, not ship-rattling attacks from 

enemies, rattles her. Ever. She’s a cool kitty with a ‘tude. We call it ‘Cattitude.’ 

   “As a cat, Grudge has a particular take on the universe, her seeming indifference masking a wit as sharp as her claws.” 

   The scrapbook style book contains the “Wit and wisdom of Star Trek from a whole new point of view,” and is “packed 

with off-beat observations, thoughts and universal facts.” Ninety-six pages in length, The Book of Grudge will feature a 

“combination of illustration, and photography from Star Trek: Discovery Season 3.” 

 

LITTLE KNOWN STAR TREK FACTS 

 

BACK TO THE FUTURE SNAGGED SOME HELP FROM 

STAR TREK 

From How Stuff Works 
   As a well-respected artist, Andrew Probert was in demand during the 

late '70s and early '80s. During his time on the set of "Star Trek," Probert 

was responsible for the design of the U.S.S. Enterprise in "Star Trek: The 

Motion Picture." Although he did not actually design the DeLorean 

featured in "Back to the Future," he did join the film as an artist and a 

designer. It seems he had a real thing for the future! 

REVIEWS 

    

STAR TREK CONTINUES, YOUTUBE FAN SERIES 

By Zak Lyon 

   With Strange New Worlds on the horizon, and therefore new content being generated for the 23rd century era of Trek, 

you might be looking for all the Kirk, Spock and McCoy you can get while you wait. May I recommend to you Star Trek 

Continues. 

   In last month’s Rainbow Connection, Darrell gave us a wonderful tour of his visit to The 

Neutral Zone Studios in Georgia where Star Trek Continues was filmed. (Be sure to check 

it out if you haven’t already. It’s a great article.) So, I thought I would check out the series. 

And I wasn’t disappointed. 

   Yes, it was the lavish set and prop detail, the commitment to the filming techniques of the 

1960s with new innovations, and musical score that drew me in. But as a writer myself, it 

was the well-crafted tales that in my mind deserve to give the show a place in cannon.  

   And I am in good company in thinking that. 

I do have to say, and I said this after 'Lolani', I'm pretty sure my  

dad would consider this canon. The fact that you do stories that mean something, that have depth, that 

make us all think a little bit, I really  

think he would applaud you guys, and I applaud you guys, and as far  

as I am concerned, it is canon. So thank you. Rod Roddenberry 
   Most episodes were a masterful take by the writers on TOS storytelling. But right before the two-part finale, there is an 

episode that seems snatched from a forgotten file cabinet at Desilu Studios. A lost TOS script. Just sitting there waiting 

for an audience brave enough to confront its issues. If you watch nothing else, watch Episode 9, “What Starships Are For” 

— classic Trek!  

   New actors embodying our old friends may be hard to get past for some, but honestly, it didn’t take very long for that to 

fade away. And if you look closely at the recurring and guest cast, you may recognize actors from all across Trek. 

Including the beginnings of one actress’ “trek through the stars” which landed her on Discovery. But don’t focus on the 

actors, I want you to get into the episodes themselves, the return to old storylines, the innovative reimagining for 21
st
 

century viewers and just find yourself back in the original five-year mission. 

   Without spoiling the series, I’ll give you a taste. We get to see the beginnings of the ship’s counselor program on Kirk’s 

Enterprise. (It had to have been more than an 80s fad.) We get to see the counselor, Dr. McKennah, assist Spock toward 

integrating his nature. We get to see an ancestor of Rachel Garret, Captain of Enterprise C.  And even the introduction of 

a very early version of the holodeck. IMHO, an even better intro (a counseling tool), than what was done on Discovery 

(military application.) Finally, STC even retcons a few of the things that bug us about 60s Trek!  



 
   Because the producers were trying to create a satisfying conclusion to the original five-year mission, we finally get a 

two part finale (reminiscent of “All Good Things,” “What We Leave Behind,” and “Endgame”) and then are led right up 

to the events of The Motion Picture as well as back to the beginning. You’ll see. 

   While comic books and novels have attempted to round out the five-year mission (some more successfully than others) 

these 11 episodes are truly worthy of the title Star Trek Continues.  

 

TAKING A DIGITAL LEAP 

By Captain Darrell Millner 

   In early February Barbara and I took the plunge and signed up 

with CBSAllAccess™ (which became Paramount+™ at the beginning 

of March) in order to wade into what we have missed completing in 

Star Trek these last few years. A stretch for me as a tight wad, but this 

led into an interesting couple of viewing months. 

    I began by finally viewing all 10 episodes of ST: Lower Decks, 

which for me was a stretch - I really did not think I would buy in, I 

was wrong. I found myself engaged almost immediately - what an interesting twist on ST: TNG era. Plus as an added 

bonus, as ST: LD is animated, so much more detail is available without the restrictions of CGI or set building. 

   Barbara and I then jumped in with both feet on the 42 episodes of ST: Discovery. Having seen S1 & S2 of ST: 

Discovery a while back, we decided to get back up to speed before leaping into S3. So glad we did. Yes mixed emotions. I 

felt the urge at times to throw Michael Burnham out an air lock, to HUG Sylvia Tilly and then eat ice cream, or buy Jett 

Reno a drink, all while watching out for Philippa Georgiou - but I took a deep breath and as they say “We Are Starfleet.”    

  10 episodes of ST: Picard (my advice, whatever you do – don’t check out the previews, just dive in). 10 episodes of the 

excellent ST: Short Takes – I’ve said it before, WOW – they stand on their own but add so much to the other series. We 

paced ourselves with a viewing one one day, then maybe two the next. Disclaimer, to be honest, I think it’s only fair to 

state - “I” could have binge watched them all in a long weekend. Hey! Don’t judge, lol, I know many that have done “The 

Hobbit” and “Lord of the Rings” (extended versions) in a weekend. 

   So here’s my take - in this time of pandemics, winter storms, spring storms and unfortunate isolation by many of us, 

stepping into a little Trek for a controlled escape can be good for your mental health. Something to inspire, motivate, or 

challenge you in a positive way. Engage…. 

WHAT’S NEXT? 

 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

   The majority of us have finally gotten our COVID vaccinations and the 

shots are available to most of the rest of us now, PLUS the lifting of 

some of the restrictions on numbers of people at gatherings, we can 

finally start looking forward to a better future … FINALLY. What that 

means is our May meeting will not only be a ZOOM meeting, it will also 

be an ‘in person’ meeting at the Sugar Mill Recreation Area’s pavilion. 

We don’t know what our program will be yet but May is definitely a 

meeting to look forward to. 

   We will STILL be adhering to the rules suggested by the State of 

Virginia … wearing masks and social distancing due to the COVID 

variants that are still OUT THERE, but at least we will be meeting and 

that’s something HUGE to look forward to.  

   WATCH THIS SPACE for details next month.  

 

THAT’S IT - WE QUIT … 

   We’re looking forward to seeing you all at our April Heimdal ZOOM meeting. Remember, if you’re having difficulties 

getting ZOOM up and running, don’t hesitate to contact Linda or Jonathan for help. It’s worth the effort to be with each 

other, sort of, until we can have regular Heimdal meetings again. We miss you ALL so much … but we have the May 

meeting to look forward to … outside … in person PLUS on ZOOM.  

We’ll see you on ZOOM this month with meeting guest Terry Baucon. See you there … 

  Linda, Glenda and Willy 



 
         
Disclaimer: No part of this newsletter is intended as an infringement on the 

Star Trek copyright held by Paramount or any other company or entity. 

This is just us having fun.                                         
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 We’ll see you around the galaxy… 

 

Willy after his second Pfizer vaccine 

Thanks to all our 

contributors. 

See you next month… 
 


