
 

AMHERST (REVERSE) CHRISTMAS PARADE 

WE WON!!!!! 
By Linda Smith 

   2020 has been a year full of challenges and COVID top-

heavy for everybody - the entire planet. Closer to home it’s 

been challenging for the Heimdal so why should we NOT 

have expected the night of the Amherst Christmas (Reverse) 

Parade to arrive amid, not just a few showers, but a pouring 

down, earth-beating monsoon-type rain? But we (the 8 brave 

Heimdal souls that came out to help with the parade and be on 

the float) met at Amherst County High School to put our float 

together in spite of the weather. The parade theme this year 

was An Old Fashioned Christmas.  

   A little bit of history here just to bring new folks up to speed 

– Carl, Bonnie and their daughter, Kelly joined the Heimdal 

in 1991 and from that year onward, and because Carl made 

the suggestion that year that we construct and enter a float in 

the Amherst Christmas Parade, Carl has been the Heimdal’s 

Parade Guru (in addition to a lot of other things). He has 

coordinated us through some really amazing float constructions (the Guardian of 

Forever) and some miserable failures (the weather balloon that wasn’t that was to have 

been planet Earth.) But we’ve had fun, enjoyed the teamwork and won the trophy in 2006 

for having the float that was The Best Depiction of the Parade Theme.  

   Back in 2011 the Heimdal built a float and entered it into the Amherst Christmas Parade 

but didn’t win anything. I think we were beaten out by a man wearing a ‘chicken suit.’ But 

we had that float – 1800s Christmas carolers on the front of a huge Christmas card with 

the real live carolers inside the card. As our float progressed down the street that year the 

front of the card opened (automation provided by Willy) to reveal the live carolers inside. 

It was an idea and a construction ahead of its time. So, being this Year of the Virus and 

since we already had the 2011 float that fitted right in with the theme of this year’s parade, 

Carl and Bonnie (custodians of all things Heimdal float), dug that huge card out and 

refurbished it. Because it was almost 10 years old it needed some work. Carl and Bonnie 

can tell you all about that and the time it took at upgrade it, restore it and change the 

outside characters to match current parade volunteers. Towards the end of the restoration, 

Willy, Dennis and I spent a day with Carl and Bonnie adding the finishing touches and 

making sure the automation and the winkie-blinkies all worked. 

   So the night of the parade, which, because of COVID-19 was a REVERSE parade (floats 

were parked along the parade route and spectators drove past the floats to view them 

instead of standing along the street shoulder-to-shoulder watching the floats drive by), we 

were met with a monsoon-type rain. The Parade Committee had declared two days before the 

event that it would take place rain or shine. It did and we were there. 

   In addition to Carl and Bonnie, Beth came along to be one of the carolers inside the card 

while Dennis, Joe and I were there to hold the Starfleet banner. Willy and Weston tag-teamed 

each other UNDER the float, acting as the “automation” that opened and closed the front of 

the huge Christmas card. It was too wet to hold the banner but everyone pitched in to help 

Carl get the float operational and into our #12 spot on the roadway. There were a total of 27 

floats in the parade. 

   A record number of cars drove by our float. I’m guessing there were several hundred in the 

space of two hours, making the 2020 parade a huge success even though a few floats canceled 

at the last minute because of the weather. 

   At the end of the parade, a float-like vehicle drove up beside ours; two people got out and 

presented us with a lovely plaque and a banner for being PARADE GRAND CHAMPION, 

BEST USE OF THE THEME. We were so excited. I cried. Carl was beaming through the 

rain and Willy and Weston both pronounced winning making all their wet and soaked 

miserableness underneath the float, “worth it.” 



 

   At the end of the day … and at the end of this very challenging and difficult year, winning the prize was just exactly 

what the Heimdal needed. It was sort of an invisible ‘pat on the back’ on a nearly flooded Amherst street in the middle of 

the night in the middle of a pandemic that said, “We’ve made it through … we still can accomplish so very much, even 

against the odds, and the Heimdal is pretty cool … still … no matter what ... we ROCK!” Because of all that and the 

underlying reasons that winning that trophy was so special, I decided to start this newsletter with a couple of pages tribute 

to the positive and fun way the Heimdal has ended 2020 – the year that wasn’t. I also wanted you to see some of these 

wonderful photos. This win is for ALL of US. Thank you all for hanging in here with us …. 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOAT – SIMPLE VIEW 

By Willy Smith 

   My simple job was to be under the float, just under the three people in the card 

... I figured  "how wet could I get?"  So I slid under to the handle that opened and 

closed the card and, even with long johns and jeans, long sleeves and Colombia 

jacket I saw that the plastic covering was letting water through and I was in for a 

wet butt and backside.   

   Then it started to REALLY rain and I was doing my "automation" of the door to 

the Christmas Card.        

   Usually the smoke from the fog machine fog will find its way out and up, but 

because of the deluge and the low ceiling it wanted to stay under the faux brick 

covering with me.  Weston must have seen a problem because I heard the sound 

of faux brick being unfastened and some of the smoke was headed to my feet... 

whew!  I had been singing with the Christmas songs while I opened and closed 

the door and was jealous of the three in the card with a roof Carl built … with 

heat on the inside! (Only to find out later they were just as wet). 

   Weston came and offered to take my place but I couldn't see someone else getting wet as me, but he came back half 

hour later and I said,  “yes”  He took over and was doing a great job while I was beginning to dry and thaw out even 

though I was shivering. Weston later said, “Nobody can imagine what it’s like under there until they’ve BEEN under 

there …” 

 This fancy looking trailer came down the spectator lane and I saw Carl step out of the card and I knew it was time to start 

folding things back up.  I didn't know the fancy wagon was handing us a prize.  Woo-hoo!  Linda started crying and 

Dennis and Joe helped get people down and wrap up the Heimdal float ... still raining. Things could have gone better but 

under the circumstances the Heimdal members earned that award … for just about a million reasons. 

That’s Willy’s jeans you can see from his 

place UNDER the float acting as card door 

“automation.” 
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COMMAND 
MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM LINDA! 

   Well …. we’ve made it to the end of 2020. IT’S 

BEEN A LONG ROAD … GETTING FROM 

THERE TO HERE … in a pandemic … against the 

odds. Last year this time and even in November 2019 

when the Executive Committee was planning the 

Heimdal’s calendar for 2020 we never could have 

imagined spending this Christmas on ZOOM. Heck, we 

didn’t even know what ZOOM was last year this time. 

But here we are looking forward to our very different 

Christmas Party on December 19 … looking forward to 

it even though we won’t be having our annual dinner 

and there won’t be Dirty Santa this year BUT we WILL be having our party 

and we will be having fun simply because we are together. The main things 

we’ve learned these past months is that when we get together … even 

virtually on ZOOM, we spend a lot of time laughing and what better 

Christmas gift is there than spending time with good friends (who all just 

happen to have SCC numbers) and laughing?  While we’d like to be doing 

our regular party, sometimes the simpler things … a simpler Christmas … 

is best and the most special. Way back in October after we pulled off a 

Halloween Costume Contest on ZOOM, Willy said, I didn’t think we could 

pull that off. Now I think we can do ANYTHING.” 

   I hope you ALL come along and ZOOM with us at the Heimdal’s Annual Christmas Party. You won’t be sorry and, I 

promise, you will have a good time AND be glad you did. We’re going to do some fun things that will make Willy, and 

maybe ALL of us say, “WOW! I never would have believed we could pull that off. Now I’m pretty sure we can do 

ANYTHING. Just look at the outcome of the Amherst Christmas Parade …”   

 

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Adm. Willy Smith, XO, Chief Science Officer 

        December is here and in my mind it’s usually a rollercoaster until after 

the first of the year.  I guess we’ll see how things go since COVID-19 entered 

the picture.  Oh, I’m sure there are dates to remember and gifts to buy, cards to 

send and so on (the busy season) but it’s already changed.  Linda and I spent 

Thanksgiving together at home while the rest of my family celebrated 

Thanksgiving (they all live together).  It still was a good holiday and I ate way 

Heimdal’s 2018 Christmas Party. Me presenting 

prize to Joe for winning the Ugly Christmas 

Sweater Contest  
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too much over the long weekend. 

    It started me thinking of our Heimdal Christmas gatherings that I’ll miss.  We’ve had 

a feast each year with the Heimdal springing for a meat tray and then we’d play Dirty 

Santa. Those wanting to play brought a $5.00 gift and most of the time the gift that was 

wrapped in an unusual manner got tossed around for what seemed eternity.  I would pick 

a gift that was plainly wrapped, hoping for something good but someone would always 

take it and to end the play I would choose the gift nobody picked off the table all night 

(and there was a reason it sat there so long, I found). 

    Even until last Christmas I took our gatherings for granted and I’ve learned that they 

were special.  The ZOOM meetings bring some kind of normalcy back where we get to 

connect and laugh with one another and I’m surprised at what we can do … the games 

we can play and even Linda’s “brief” meeting announcement still brings groans.  

    So, while we won’t be grabbing gifts from one another or have a grand Heimdal feast, 

we WILL be having the advantages of a ZOOM meeting, where you don’t have to get in 

a car and drive anywhere, weather won’t cancel a meeting and it’s up to you if you put 

pants on or not.  Just remember not to stand up in front of the camera like I did (I wear 

pants now … so join us, you’ll be glad you did).                               

    FROM THE DESK OF THE SECOND OFFICER 

                                   RAdm. Carl Davis, Second Officer, Security Chief 

 My month of November was largely devoted to preparation of the Christmas float we entered 

in the December 4th Amherst parade. We did a remake of a float used over 10 years ago and 

while the basics were there, much upgrading had to be performed. New paint, lights, and 

modifications made for an improved fully functional float. Thanks to Bonnie, Dennis, Linda 

and Willy for helping with assembly. 

   You will have heard much about the float by now but I 

would like to add my take on what it looked like from the 

inside out. I was one of the three people who were inside the 

living Christmas card, lip sinking to a prerecorded loop of 

three favorite carols. This is the first year that we’ve had to remain stationary for a 

parade and it had its advantages. If not for the monsoon rains that hit us at the parade 

start and just didn’t stop it would have been an ideal night. 

    The plastic that I had stretched over the card top was a blessing for the first hour as 

we three remained mostly dry and cozy. However, it would have taken a piece of tin to 

stop the water from finding ways inside. Each time the card was opened we would feel 

the rain in our faces while putting on our ‘happy faces’ behind the masks that had to be 

worn for safety reasons (COVID). 

   Time passed at a faster pace than one might expect. Rain took its toll on the fog 

machine that quit working after the first hour. The generator fully quit at one point and 

Weston was able to start it back up. The CD player that kept the music going was 

problematic all evening and, with about a half hour to go, quit working. So we three 

started singing at the top of our voices so we would not appear to just be standing there. 

Kudos to Beth and Bonnie for being such troopers and carrying on with positive 

attitudes when most would be whining about a little rain. Ok, a lot of rain! 

   Thanks to all the crew that braved the elements and took on more water than any of us 

ever would, had it not have been for such a worthy cause. The people of Amherst 

needed a little Christmas right this very minute and we did our parts to make it so.                                             
                                       

MEETINGS AND COMMITMENTS 

 

DECEMBER MEETING AND CHRISTMAS PARTY 

   The Heimdal’s Annual Christmas Party will be Saturday, December 19 starting at 6:30 p.m. on ZOOM. Tim will be 

hosting this fun event. He has some cool things planned for us to do and we WILL be having our UGLY CHRISTMAS 

SWEATER CONTEST, so dig around until you find that unique and VERY UGLY Christmas sweater and wear it to the 

Willy in his Ugly Sweater at the 

2014 Christmas Party 

INSIDE the Living Christmas Card 

float: Bonnie, Carl & Beth 



 
contest. There will be a prize that will be sent to the winner through Snail Mail. How cool is THAT???? Bring your 

favorite snack and we’ll snack together. It won’t be our usual Christmas dinner but it will be cool. And the meeting won’t 

be canceled if we have bad weather. 

   We’ll see you there and we hope EVERYONE will be there for the fun, the fellowship and the LAUHTER … Laughing 

All the Way … Ho Ho. 

“Zooming All the Way” Heimdal's Christmas Party Invite 
Tim Hazlett is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: Heimdal Christmas Party "Zooming All the Way!" 
Time: Dec 19, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9274947336 
Meeting ID: 927 494 7336 
Passcode: 273082 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,9274947336#,,,,,,0#,,273082# US (Washington D.C) 
8558801246,,9274947336#,,,,,,0#,,273082# US Toll-free 
Dial by your location 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
855 880 1246 US Toll-free 
Meeting ID: 927 494 7336 
Passcode: 273082 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ab182VAsqI 

 

NOVEMBER MEETING/HOBBY NIGHT 

By Kathy Whately 

   The USS Heimdal’s Hobby Night November 2020 

meeting was held virtually on ZOOM with 13 people 

attending, including one guest (Zak’s mom, Jody). 

The meeting began at 6:30 and was adjourned at 

8:58. Of course there was a ”brief business meeting,” 

which would have been shorter if we had not been 

laughing and making comments. It was a lot of fun. 

   We discussed the charities supported by the 

Heimdal. Carl spoke about the Amherst REVERSE 

Christmas Parade on December 4 with Saturday, 

November 28 around lunch time being the day to 

work on the float. The float will be parked 6:30 p.m. 

– 8:30 (workers be there at 5 p.m.) and cars will drive 

by (instead of floats driving by parade attendees lined 

up on the side of the road – a COVID protection measure). We need 4 

to 6 people in ST:TNG uniforms to hold the Heimdal banner with 

everyone wearing a mask and socially distanced. 

   Willy is working on a replacement for Yahoogroups. 

   Our December meeting will be 12/19/20 on ZOOM. This will be our 

Christmas Party and will include an UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER 

CONTEST. We did Halloween costumes … we can do Christmas 

sweaters.  

   We have received five donations to the Jeanne Wilson Memorial 

totaling $195.  

   We will be donating $750 to the Salvation Army Food Pantry instead 

of the usual $500. Linda is working on updating the Handbook, she is 

working on publishing a new book, and she will be swallowing another camera – poor Linda 

   For Hobby Night Zak presented two paintings her created with “Finger Paint Magic.” He has created 95 paintings, 

given some as gifts and framed some. He has collaborated with his cousins to create paintings on Thanksgiving in the 

Past. 

   Willy manipulates pictures creating hilarious stills with Heimdal members in such photos as The Village People and 

Heimdal Pussycat Dolls.  

Jonathan, Karen & Allen in their ugly 

sweaters 2017 
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   Tyler told us about the treasure hidden by Forrest Fenn, an art dealer and author from Sante Fe. Tyler went out west six 

times to search for this treasure. Supposedly it was found this year (2020) in Wyoming. Tyler still finds joy in trying to 

solve the poem. 

   Larry and Kathy spoke about collecting, travels, SCUBA, in-line skating, bike riding, train trips, their household and 

RV, and Powered Parachuting. Linda told about her passion for interviewing (“Lynchburg Live”) and writing. She has 

published one book and just finished working on her second. She read an original poem, “Enterprise Christmas” from her 

book: Reflections of My Life of Rhyme. Darrell is a man of many talents, but on this night he shared his interest in model 

trains. Would love to go down to Robbins Air Force Museum to see the set-up he described. Tim shared his passion for 

collecting and, boy-howdy does he ever have a collection! Bonnie has many hobbies including painting, bee keeping, 

genealogy, and this summer jellies and jams. Our Bonnie is a very talented lady. Carl told us about paintball, starting with 

the very beginning when it was used to mark trees, then livestock, and now PEOPLE! We really need to go to a Phaser 

Sim event. 

   Linda reported we have gained 11 new members in this year of COVID. Darrell and Barbara joined in 1984 (Zak was 

born 1/1/84), Larry and Kathy joined in 1986 and Willy in 1987. Stories were shared about Willy in his “tighty whities” 

and a 19-year-old cat. Darrell’s chat comments MADE the night.  

   It was a truly enjoyable evening; just wish more members could have been there. As Linda says, “ZOOM is the next 

best thing to meeting in person.” May those meetings happen again soon, but let’s keep ZOOM involved as well. 

   

HEIMDAL PEOPLE 

 

THANK YOU! 

From Tammy White 

   I would like to thank everyone for the tribute messages for mom. It really means a lot to all 

of us to know how much she touched others. You should all know she loved the Heimdal and 

every member of the crew. We also would like to thank you for all the cards, thoughts, 

prayers and calls. The plant the Heimdal gave us is beautiful. It will be planted at Terri's. 

She's much better at caring for plants than I am ……. Tammy 

 

JEANNE RECEIVES POSTHUMOUS R/1 “DEAREST BLOOD” RECOGNITION 

   Our Jeanne has received Region One’s Dearest Blood honor posthumously. Her family has 

been sent a certificate which states that Jeanne was an asset to our region and her chapter and 

is recognized for all her good works and participation at the chapter and regional level.  

   Jeanne will also be included and honored in the Starfleet “Dearest Blood” ceremony at the 

2021 Starfleet International Conference. 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON HEIMDAL “FRONTLINE ESSENTIAL WORKER,” SARAH WEBB, PATIENT 

ENGAGEMENT SPECIALIST 

   My name is Sarah. I work for Johnson’s Health Center and I’m a Patient Engagement Specialist and work closely 

with patients every day. I have been working through this pandemic with COVID-19 since March. Even with 

COVID-19, there have been a lot of changes within our facility. We aren’t seeing patients with any symptoms but 

they have the option for them to see a provider through Televisits. We have screeners at all our doors, as well as 

workers who clean the facility throughout the day. I would say that even with the stress and uncertainty that comes 

with this virus, it’s nice that I can still give the same amount of care to our patients and the community.  

Jeanne 



 
   I work at a pediatric/Ob/Gyn office so there are 

patients that come and go throughout the day. We 

are required to wear a mask at all times as well as 

maintaining proper social distancing and 

cleanliness. For our nurses and medical assistance 

that are testing, they are required to wear the proper 

PPE; mask, gown, gloves, and face shield. 

Especially with the uncertainty of the virus you can 

never have enough PPE. I do feel completely safe 

at work and it helps that we have the proper 

protocols that help protect both ourselves and our 

patients and co-workers that we come into contact 

with on a day to day basis.  

   I have been tested for Covid once. If you have 

any symptoms our facility will require you to get tested even if it is just something simple as a headache or sore 

throat. Again, it’s for the protection of others and the patients we care for. I don’t have the worry of bringing home 

the virus to my family or my friends because I know as long as I’m protecting myself and being safe, I’ll be doing 

the same for my friends and loved ones as well.  

   I think that, if anything, this pandemic has brought my family closer together. Although there have been times 

where we couldn’t physically see each other, we’ve been able to still connect via ZOOM and FaceTime and phone 

calls. 

    I haven’t felt much stress during this pandemic. If anything, probably just exhaustion from working 8-5, Monday 

through Friday and being in a situation in which there’s a lot of uncertainty. You don’t know if things will get better 

or things will get worse. It can make you tired, not physically but mentally. But I have faith in God and the 

Healthcare system that we will come out of this virus stronger than ever. I truly have faith in that.  

   If I could tell you one thing about working in the midst of a pandemic it would be to thank those who work in the 

healthcare field, police officers, firefighters, teachers, and so many more. They are working tirelessly all day serving 

their community and people every day. So, if you see someone just stop and say thank you. It would really brighten 

their day. After all, without them we wouldn’t have hospitals, and fire stations, and police stations. Throughout this 

pandemic I’ve learned how important it is to be kind and nice to others and to really show appreciation. It’s amazing 

how a little kindness can go a long way. It shows that even with a virus there’s so much love and kindness to give 

one another. There’s a light that outshines the darkness that has come with Covid.  

   Thank you for letting me share a little about my job and this Pandemic.  
 

HEIMDAL MEMBER, GARY BURLEY GETS JOB AS COMIC BOOK 

ARTIST 

   Here’s a message from Gary: 

Best regards to everyone from Scotland … 

   Gary Burley - soon to be a comic book artist.  Here, at right, is the pic that got me 

the job. I made it look like the artist that used to draw Strontium Dog 

 

STARFLEET ACADEMY GRADUATES 

   Congratulations to Michael Lewis for passing these 

three Starfleet Academy courses. Good work, 

Michael! 

      Institute of Space Studies – College of 

Astronomy AST 205 –      Distinction – 11/18/20 

      STARFLEET Data Protection Policy SFDPP 

101 - PASS  - 1 August 2020 

      STARFLEET Data Protection Policy SFDPP 

102 - PASS  - 1 August 2020 

 

 

 Michael 



 
RENEWALS 

    A special THANK YOU to Larry and Kathy Whately, and to Janice Lawson for already 

renewing their January membership and staying with our Heimdal “family” for another fantastic 

year.   

   Our Membership Coordinator (one of the many hats he wears), Willy Smith sends out email 

reminders to everyone a month in advance of your renewal date. THANK YOU, Willy! And he 

will renew for you with the Heimdal’s PayPal account and you can pay us back if you’d rather do 

it that way. 

   XXX PLEASE NOTE: When Willy sends you your renewal reminder he includes in that email your SCC 

number and instructions on how to renew through Starfleet’s web site, as well as your expiration date. 

   Remember, Starfleet suggests you renew a month before your expiration date so you won’t risk being removed from the 

Heimdal’s roster, which happens at the stroke of midnight on your expiration date if you haven’t renewed.  

   Here’s a glance (above, left) at this year’s Heimdal bumper sticker that is going 

out to our renewing members. It’s not as cool as the first one but it IS something 

especially for you from the Heimdal to show you how much we appreciate your 

membership with us.  

    Those needing to renew are:                                                                      

January – 

    Daryl Gooch – January 4 

    Nikki Lemmer – January 24 

February – no February renewals 

March – 

    Kenny Proehl, Chris Thompson – March 1 

    Larry Rowland – March 4 

    Cathy Fletcher – March 5 

    Jonathan Wiegand – March 7 

    Jonathan, Karen, Allen Hatter – March 7 

    Dennis Henderson, Jennifer Long, Darrell Spencer – March 21 

   Tammy White, Robin Hudson, Madison Lichford – March 23 

 

                                                     AWAY MISSION LOG 

By Michael Lewis 

   On Saturday, 14 November 2020, I journeyed to Pocahontas State Park for a volunteer orientation meeting. 

I am now a Pocahontas State Park volunteer and member of the Friends of Pocahontas State Park meetup group.  

Using a sky quality meter, Ted Bethune and I will check the brightness of the park at night and gather data for the park 

rangers. 

HEIMDAL STUFF 

 

HEIMDAL RECEIVES AMAZON SMILE DONATION 

Dear Charity Administrator, 

   This email is to notify you that Heimdal Science Fiction (EIN: 54-1769848) has been issued a $14.80 donation from 

the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile program activity between July 1 and September 30, 2020. 

   The donation was deposited to your organization's bank account on or before November 12, 2020. 

   Thank you, Your AmazonSmile Team 

 

HEIMDAL’S CHRISTMAS CHARITIES DONATIONS 

     As of November 24 I have sent donations to all of the Heimdal’s Christmas charities. 

Here's what they are and what we did: 

Glenda & Tammy both got checks for $500 to purchase gifts for our Angel Tree kids 

and senior citizens.. 

   Because of COVID-19, both our Angel Tree donations that Tammy usually shops for 

and our Home Instead senior citizen donations for gifts that Glenda shops for are being 

handled differently so no one has to be put at risk to go out and shop for gifts.  

   Home Instead is working with Amazon so that Glenda can select gifts for the senior 

citizens we pick this year and the gifts will be sent directly to the senior citizen. There is a specific amount we can spend 

Cover from the Heimdal’s 1985 

December newsletter.  

Artist: Tom Monaghan 



 
on each senior, which won't be as much per senior as we've done in the past but it means that 

we can purchase gifts for MANY MORE seniors than we usually do and that's just fantastic. 

Our $500 will go a very, very long way. 

   The Angel Tree program in Campbell County that Tammy usually works with is doing their 

gifting in much the same way. Tammy will be working with them, which means being able to 

purchase gifts for more kids. Tammy and I heard that the Salvation Army Angel Tree 

Program in Lynchburg is falling behind in donations this year so Tammy will be using some 

of that $500 to purchase gifts for the Lynchburg Salvation Army Angel Tree Program.  

   It's fantastic that we are in a position to be able to share the joy of Christmas with many more this year because of 

COVID-19. A surprise POSITIVE that is happening because of the negative that COVID-19 is.  

   Should Tammy and Glenda be unable to spend the full amount, they will return it to the Heimdal to go back into our 

treasury. 

   Free Clinic of Central Virginia - I have sent them a check for $500. $300 will pay 

for the health care needs of one person for a year so our donation will pay for one 

person in need and almost all of the needs of another. 

   Salvation Army Food Pantry: We received $250 in monetary donations from 

Heimdal members in place of their canned good donations. We added that money to 

the Heimdal's $500 donation and have sent them a total of a $750 monetary donation. 

   Lynchburg Social Services Foster Child Program: We have sent them $250 for gifts for kids in their foster program 

that otherwise would get no gifts. We have been donating to this charity since 1985. 

   Gleaning for the World: We have made a $250 donation to them. 

   Lynchburg and Amherst Humane Society shelters: I purchased 

and sent each of them a PetSense gift card for $250 each. They will be 

able to purchase whatever they need in pet food and supplies. 

   Sleepy Hollow "No Kill" Cat Shelter: I have sent them a check for 

$250 by Tammy. She will be passing the donation along to Phyllis. 

   Friends of Madison Heights Library: I have sent them a donation 

of $250. In the past they have used our donation to purchase the screen and folding chairs for the library and helped start a 

Science Fiction section in the library. I'm sure when it is safer to shop they will be able to put our donation to good use. 

   Our total expenditures for this Christmas season have been $3500. We received just under $3000 this year from the Daly 

Family Trust and have received $1250 in random unexpected donations. We have also received $195 in donations in 

memory of Jeanne.  Our bank account is currently just a bit healthier than it was before making our Christmas donations, 

which is truly amazing. The Lord provides..... 

 

DONATIONS RECEIVED IN MEMORY OF JEANNE 

   We lost a friend and fellow crew member a few weeks ago, Jeanne Wilson. It was Jeanne’s request that in lieu of 

flowers, donations be made to the Heimdal. So far we have received 5 donations in Jeanne’s memory, for a total of $195. I 

like to think Jeanne is smiling down on us from Heaven. 

 

HEIMDAL’S WEB SITE UPDATED: CHECK IT OUT 

   The Heimdal’s web master, Weston Webb (the name is right ‘spot on’ for the job, isn’t it?) has 

been busy doing a fantastic update to the Heimdal’s web site. It you haven’t visited it lately, please 

DO. You won’t be disappointed. www.ussheimdal.com. 

   Not only is Weston making sure the most recent issue of the Heimdal’s newsletter is on the site, he 

has added in the SPECIAL EVENTS section photos of Space Camp, Putt Putt, Phaser Simulation, 

Parties, Game Nights, more Auction photos and photos of Comicon. It’s just wonderful. 

   Westin also added under the ABOUT section a special HALL OF HEROES. The section honors 

members of the Heimdal that we have lost to death in the 36 years since we’ve been a chapter. This 

is especially well done. 

   Thank you, Weston … for a web site well done with fun, caring and feeling.  

    

SAYING GOODBYE TO YAHOOGROUPS 

   As of December 15 yahoogroups will be discontinued. The Heimdal has used yahoogroups to 

stay connected as a group list serv for well over 20 years, which has meant that we had to find another email group in 

order to have the same connectivity. 

Weston 

http://www.ussheimdal.com/


 
   Willy has been working for several months attempting to find a server for us so that we could communicate by simply 

adding a group name and not having to add each member’s name and email address individually, which is against 

Starfleet’s privacy policy. He recently tried out iogroups and did a test run with the Heimdal Staff. It worked really well 

so we will be using that server. 

   Willy has recently sent all of you an “invitation” to join IO. In order to be included you must respond positively to 

Willy’s email and you will be added to the list. A group list is invaluable when sending out info needed by the entire 

group. Because of Starfleet’s privacy policy we will no longer be able to include members individually who have not 

joined the IO list. 

   We strongly suggest that you reply to Willy’s email and join our list. If you don’t want to read Heimdal email, simply 

DELETE it but if you don’t want to be left out of Heimdal information and important chapter votes and information it will 

be best to be included. It doesn’t cost a thing. 

 

HEIMDAL’S NEW FACEBOOK PAGE 

  Heimdal’s new Facebook page … Heimdal’s Science 

Fiction Page … has 209 LIKES, the same number as last 

month. Check people on your FRIENDS list and invite them 

to LIKE us, too. It’s a really cool page. 

   Remember to check our Facebook page and our Heimdal 

yahoogroups (until December 15) for news and changes of 

Heimdal events.    

 

QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

The "Question of the Month" isn't really a COVID 

question this time. Instead, it's a ‘what would you do / 

say?’ question and here it is: 

  A Heimdal member was in an accident back in January and 

has been in a coma ever since. He's just come out of the coma and is in great condition physically but he's suffering from a 

little bit of "missing time." You are the first person allowed to visit with him and he says to you, "I feel great but I'm so 

confused. What has happened while I was in the coma?" 

   You get to tell him only TWO things about the past 10 months. What are those two things? (Since the Heimdal is 

completely apolitical, please do not include politics). 

   Willy Smith: 1. Virus (Covid 19) has had a year to  gain a foothold in the United States. Go back to a coma. 

                          2.  I feel great and confused also and SHOULD be living in my golden years but it's not going to happen. 

   Glenda Blanks: 1. "What hasn't happened?"  

                               2. "What hasn't happened?" 

   Angie Arnold: 1. The fit has hit the shan.   

                                2. No toilet paper. 

   Michael Lewis: 1. (Nov 02, 2020 · 20 Years Aboard the International Space Station) A guy I met several years 

ago William McMichael "Bill" Shepherd had a 20th anniversary (of Expedition 1 going to the ISS) on November 2, 

2020. 

          2. The Crew Dragon, carried an international assembly of astronauts: Hopkins, Victor Glover and Shannon Walker of 

NASA, plus Soichi Noguchi of Japanese space agency to ISS, launched from USA at exactly 4:27 p.m. PT on Sunday, Nov 

15. 

   Joe Arnold:   1. I would walk in the room wearing a mask. The member would probably ask why. I would simply 

explain the COVID-19 pandemic and how it has affected everyone to include the lockdowns, restrictions, shortages, and 

the like. I would tell him how it personally affected me.  

                          2. The other item would be answering any other questions the member might have and give updates on 

other events to the best of my ability. 

   Linda Smith:  I’ve got some good news and some bad news … 

1. The bad news is - The planet has been taken over by a hostile alien race. A lot of people are sick and a lot of 

people have died. 

2. The good news is – several groups working diligently around the clock have found a way to possibly eradicate the 

aliens but it requires that we all take a vaccine. At least 70% of the population must be vaccinated to make it work 

so we’re hoping everyone will comply. If you don’t like needles, go back to sleep. 

    

Current “cover photo” on the Heimdal’s Facebook page – recruiting 

downtown Lynchburg  

https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts/biographies/michael-s-hopkins
https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts/biographies/victor-j-glover
https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts/biographies/walker-shannon
https://iss.jaxa.jp/en/astro/biographies/noguchi/index.html


 
Beth Hopkins:  

1. Seriously, eat some chocolate and go back to sleep. Ask for a medically induced coma 

2. Someone will notify you when it's safe to come out...we will talk then 

    Tammy White:   1. I would say there is a pandemic that has affected millions around the world in every country. This 

virus is responsible for the deaths of hundreds of thousands including over 250,000 in the US alone. The second thing I 

would say is that  

                                 2. All over the world people have come together to help those in need. There have been many food 

banks available, some electric companies have suspended turning off power due to lack of payment, many landlords are 

giving extensions on rent, and so much more. There is love and goodness during the worst of times and you can find it, if 

you look.  

    Robin Hudson: 1. Covid has happened. 2. We got a new president 

   Julie Witcher:   1 and 2. “Can’t talk now buddy-on the way to get toilet paper” 

   Tim Hazlett:  1. "If you can't take a little bloody nose, maybe you ought to go back home and crawl under your 

bed. It's not safe out here." - A quote from Q. 

2."TIME HAS RESUMED ITS SHAPE. ALL IS AS IT WAS BEFORE. MANY SUCH JOURNEYS ARE    

     POSSIBLE. LET ME BE YOUR GATEWAY." - A quote for the Guardian of Forever. 

    3.  And a little extra advice - "Beam us the hell out of here Scotty!" - a quote from my favorite T-shirt. 

   Robert Ward:  1. Ok, so you're going to need to wear this mask everywhere in public because we're in an airborne 

pandemic.   

           2. Oh yeah . . . and murder hornets are a thing. 

   Janice Lawson:  1. I would tell him the world has been through a lot these past 12 months. First thing is - unfortunate 

events made people say we have had enough. They spoke up against the injustices of the world and people finally started 

to listen.  

2.  Also we have been dealing with a worldly crisis that has made people realize they were taking the little things 

such as being with family and friends or the simple act of going out for granted and how precious and important 

that they really are. 

   Zak Lyon: “The doctors said I can only share two things that happened in 2020 – says you shouldn’t get too excited. 

So, let me see. Two things that are the most impactful, most consequential. Hmmm. First: Lower Decks Season One was 

Awesome! So many Easter eggs. You’re going to love it! Especially cartoon Q. 

        Second: There’s going to be a Captain Pike show! And it’s called Strange New Worlds! Star Trek rules!” 

        Aside: I don’t know about you, but if I’d been asleep for 10 months I wouldn’t want to hear anything that would 

make me want to go back to sleep.  

   Darrell Millner: 1. I'm glad in a way that you missed it.  A virus swept across the world and the planet lost its mind.  

More finger pointing, hypocrisy and power grabbing than you would believe.  Personally, I am ashamed of the character 

flaws it exposed in so many of us.  Let's hope you have a better 2021.  Glad you are better. 

         2. We found that as a culture we can connect via video conferencing, many can work from home, learning does not 

require a physical classroom, and the Heimdal is an amazing family. 

  (And here’s one more thing because I just want to tell you - SpaceX in conjunction with NASA continues to prove that 

private industry will get us to the Moon, Mars and beyond.  You have missed some amazing launches.  If only they would 

work on transporter development. ) 

FROM OUR DEPARTMENTS 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 



 
<<SCIENCE>>> 

 

A WEIRD MONOLITH IS FOUND IN THE UTAH DESERT 

Supplied by Adm. Willy Smith, Chief Science Officer 

   https://d.docs.live.net/505f56cbc50b5f24/Documents/A%20Weird%20Monolith%20Utah.docx  

   A team surveying bighorn sheep for Utah’s wildlife agency found the 

strange object, 10 to 12 feet tall, embedded in the ground in a remote 

part of Red Rock Country.  It’s probably art, officials said. 

    Wildlife officials discovered a monolith embedded in the rock in 

southeastern Utah. The authorities say they do not know how deep it goes, or 

how long it has been there. 

    At the base of a barren slot canyon in Utah’s Red Rock Country, a team that 

was counting bighorn sheep by helicopter spotted something odd and landed to 

take a closer look. It was not a sheep. 

    It was a three-sided metal monolith, about 12 feet tall, planted firmly in the 

ground with no clear sign of where it came from or why it was there. The Utah 

Department of Public Safety, revealing its existence to the wider world on 

Monday, said the team found the “unusual object” last week in southeastern 

Utah, during a survey with the state wildlife agency. (Nov.23,2020) 

   The object was found in a remote area that Aaron Bott, a spokesman for the 

Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, described as rugged and very rocky, with 

many canyons and potential hazards. “It’s a tough place to get to on vehicle and 

on foot,” he said. 

    On Facebook, the Utah Highway Patrol shared photos of sheep and the object, 

asking the public for its thoughts. “During the count they came across this 

(sheet of metal?), buried in the middle of nowhere … what do you think it is?” 

the caption said. It added emojis of an alien and a person shrugging. 

    Respondents had suggestions: a “resonance deflector,” “an eyesore,” “some 

good metal.” Some theorized, vaguely, that it was a satellite beacon. Others 

joked that it was a Wi-Fi router. Some said it was a leftover movie prop — Red 

Rock Country has served as the backdrop for “Indiana Jones,” “Star Trek” and 

“Mission Impossible” movies. (A spokeswoman for the Utah Film Commission 

said, “To our knowledge, the monolith that was found in Utah this week is not 

from a film production.”) 

   The monolith appeared to be made of stainless steel, put together “with human-

made rivets” and embedded into the rock, though how deep was a mystery.  

Satellite imagery shows the tall, three-sided structure was put on the public land 

sometime between August 2015 and October 2016. 

   “Somebody took the time to use some type of concrete-cutting tool or something to really dig down, almost in the 

exact shape of the object, and embed it really well,” he said. “It’s odd. There are roads close by, but to haul the 

materials to cut into the rock, and haul the metal, which is taller than 12 feet in sections — to do all that in that remote 

spot is definitely interesting.” 

    Now I hear that it’s missing and there have been two more found. 

   

 <<<SECURITY>>> 

 

 HEIMDAL NOVEMBER PHASER SIMULATION 

By Adm. Willy Smith 

    Every match we play has memorable moments. Some stand 

out more than others and some don’t sound exciting but they 

actually are.  There were 5 of us playing which meant lopsided 

teams.  We skipped the short warm up field and headed for the shortest 

field which brings on its own set of problems.  Right from the start my 

gun wasn’t working right and I was frustrated.  I was taken out while 

Bonnie and I were behind reel tops and Dylan’s, who works with me, 

https://d.docs.live.net/505f56cbc50b5f24/Documents/A%20Weird%20Monolith%20Utah.docx


 
paintball softly landed on my glove and exploded.  I couldn’t believe it … what a lucky shot for him.  I was out before I 

got a shot. 

   I bought some ammo from Carl but I wasn’t having better luck.  The longest battle was between Dylan and Bonnie … I 

just knew since he had a better position, she would be toast.  I don’t know how many paintballs Dylan shot at her but she 

ended winning that game with 30 seconds left. 

   The next game, Dylan and I were at it and he ran out of air (luck for me finally?).  I started advancing on him and he was 

throwing paintballs at me, the jerk!  He wasn’t giving up so I simply had to put some paint on him and I completely forgot 

about Carl lurking about, up high, and I found out why you don’t walk out in the open to take out a defenseless opponent.  

Carl and Dylan were still alive even tho one of them didn’t have air to shoot with.  “Never give up” was the lesson learned 

on this warm November day. It was good to be alive and active today … even loosing. 

   

<<<MEDICAL>>> 

 

MEDICAL MINUTE: COVID-19 VACCINES 

By Fleet Captain Michael Lewis 

    "Pfizer and BioNTech Announce Vaccine Candidate Against 

COVID-19 Achieved Success in First Interim Analysis from Phase 3 

Study   

• Vaccine candidate was found to be more than 90% effective in 

preventing COVID-19 in participants without evidence of prior 

SARS-CoV-2 infection in the first interim efficacy analysis   

• Analysis evaluated 94 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in trial 

participants   

• Study enrolled 43,538 participants, with 42% having diverse 

backgrounds, and no serious safety concerns have been observed; 

Safety and additional efficacy data continue to be collected   

• Submission for Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to the 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) planned for soon after the required safety milestone is achieved, which is 

currently expected to occur in the third week of November   

• Clinical trial to continue through to final analysis at 164 confirmed cases in order to collect further data and 

characterize the vaccine candidate’s performance against other study endpoints"  

    "Pfizer Inc. (NYSE: PFE) and BioNTech SE (Nasdaq: BNTX) today announced their mRNA-based vaccine candidate, 

BNT162b2, against SARS-CoV-2 has demonstrated evidence of efficacy against COVID-19 in participants without prior 

evidence of SARS-CoV-2 infection, based on the first interim efficacy analysis conducted on November 8, 2020 by an 

external, independent Data Monitoring Committee (DMC) from the Phase 3 clinical study.  

   After discussion with the FDA, the companies recently elected to drop the 32-case interim analysis and conduct the first 

interim analysis at a minimum of 62 cases. Upon the conclusion of those discussions, the evaluable case count reached 94 

and the DMC performed its first analysis on all cases. The case split between vaccinated individuals and those who 

received the placebo indicates a vaccine efficacy rate above 90%, at 7 days after the second dose. This means that 

protection is achieved 28 days after the initiation of the vaccination, which consists of a 2-dose schedule. As the study 

continues, the final vaccine efficacy percentage may vary. The DMC has not reported any 

serious safety concerns and recommends that the study continue to collect additional safety 

and efficacy data as planned. The data will be discussed with regulatory authorities 

worldwide."  

   "The Moderna vaccine reduced the risk of Covid-19 infection by 94.5%. There were 95 

cases of infection among patients who received placebo in the company’s 30,000-patient 

study. There were only five infections in patients who developed Covid-19 after receiving 

Moderna’s vaccine, mRNA-1273.  

   The vaccine was designed with assistance from NIAID’s vaccine research center; 

development of the vaccine has been supported by nearly $1 billion in grants from 

the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority.  

   The Moderna results come one week after the Pfizer-BioNTech collaboration reported that a preliminary analysis of 

their mRNA vaccine suggested it was strongly protective. The Pfizer analysis, which was conducted after 94 people in the 

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pfizer.com&esheet=52322747&newsitemid=20201109005539&lan=en-US&anchor=Pfizer+Inc.&index=1&md5=d0337944a630e69eae9b30606c646775
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.biontech.de&esheet=52322747&newsitemid=20201109005539&lan=en-US&anchor=BioNTech+SE&index=2&md5=47b17ff102508bbf322271f0462f62a7
https://www.statnews.com/2020/11/09/covid-19-vaccine-from-pfizer-and-biontech-is-strongly-effective-early-data-from-large-trial-indicate/


 
43,000-person trial had contracted symptomatic Covid disease, showed there were 90% fewer cases among the people 

who received two doses of vaccine than among those who received two placebo injections."   

 

              <<<ENGINEERING>>> 

 

ENGINEERING: MONTHLY UPDATE  

Cmdr. Darrell Millner, Chief Engineering Officer, Reporting 

   All is humming along well in Engineering this month.  I was glad to see Ens. Whately on the monthly video 

conference, a definite asset to the team.   

   Last month’s repairs have been completed after the 

Pakled incident. Beta team did an excellent job.  Over 

the next 30 days additional Engineering projects will be 

completed, new initiatives launched, and several surprises.  

Also watch your comm traffic for an Engineering Zoom 

Session - details to follow. 

Millner Out. 

"It's no tribble at all" 

Darrell Millner, Cmdr 

USS Heimdal NCC-1793  R/1 

Chief Engineering Officer 

 

                                                                           <<<COMMUNICATIONS>>> 

 

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 

By VAdm. Glenda Blanks, Communications Chief 

   Dan ran across something on you YouTube the other day. It’s a video of the 25th Anniversary Star Trek TOS 

Nintendo game that came out in 1992. It’s 2 1/2 hours long, but the cool thing is the TOS actors do all the 

voices; Shatner, Nimoy, and the rest of the crew. 

   Dan also found something else (this is what happens when you have too much time on your hands). It’s the 

Super Nostalgia Video Games app for Android on Google play.  It just came out Sept. 13th of this year. There 

are 3,182 NES games, 3,749 super NES games, 1,419 PlayStation games, 950 Genesis games, 1405 Game Cube games, 

1141 Wee games, 500 Nintendo 64 games, 122 PlayStation 2 games, and they’re working on Atari games to come out in 

the future.  

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION OFFICER’S LOG 

By Flt. Capt. Michael Lewis 

   My outreach to people in Region One continues as I "think outside of the box” and go 

to new venues.  

   On 23 October 2020, I participated in ‘One Small Step.’ I spoke with a gentleman 

virtually for about ninety minutes with a VPM facilitator. I mentioned Spock as an 

influence on my life.  

   “Founded in 2003 by Dave Isay, StoryCorps has given people of all backgrounds and 

beliefs, in thousands of towns and cities in all 50 states, the chance to record interviews 

about their lives. The organization preserves the recordings in its archive at the 

American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress, the largest single collection of 

human voices ever gathered, and shares select stories with the public through 

StoryCorps’ podcast, NPR broadcasts, animated shorts, digital platforms, and best-

selling books.”  

   Carl McMair, the older brother of Astronaut Ronald McNair, remembered his brother in StoryCorps Eyes on the Stars 

video that was posted here https://youtu.be/okF5UGpivR8 .  

  On 14 and 15 November 2020, I chatted with a few attendees of the 2020 Worldwide TransTech Summit virtual event 

about Star Trek and SFI.org.  

   Ms. Angelica Ross advised me about networking with other attendees during the technology summit, in a very friendly 

and welcoming manner.  

https://youtu.be/okF5UGpivR8
http://sfi.org/


 
   “Years before her acting career took off, Angelica Ross founded TransTech Social Enterprises in 2014 to empower 

talent in both the transgender community and the LGBTQ+ community as a whole. The self-taught computer coder 

wanted to give others the support she didn't have when launching her career.” 

“TransTech’s mission is to empower, educate, and employ those facing barriers in education and in the work place, as 

well as to reduce instances of discrimination, with a concentration on trans and gender non-conforming individuals.” 

“Star Trek: Discovery introduced transgender actor Ian Alexander as Gray, the franchise's first-ever trans character, in the 

latest episode of the CBS All Access series.”  

 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL ROLE PLAY … CONTINUING 

                                                               Interdepartmental Role Play  
Here we go for December … Anyone wishing to add to this, please send me your 

“move” at heimdalco@aol.com and it will appear in the January newsletter.  

Our Adventure Continues … 

    Where we are so far … last month: 

   Chief Engineer Millner reported an unpleasant smell and went to check it out on 

Deck 13, the Cetacean Deck. He and Engineer Campbell were “freaked out” by the 

smell and anomalies and then disappeared. 

   CO, Adm. Smith sent a security team to check it out. 

   Security Chief Davis reported a member of the Security Team became physically ill. 

The department was totally gone. 

   CO Adm. Smith responded: “ATTENTION ALL HEIMDAL PERSONNEL … our condition has moved from status 

YELLOW Alert to RED Alert …” 

   Ensign Lyon reported in: He may have some insight into the situation but being a new crewmember wasn’t sure whether to 

offer what he knew. 

   CO Adm. Smith continued a RED ALERT and planned to speak with Ensign Lyon. 

   Communications unable to contact Starfleet. 

Chief Engineer’s log, 

   Stardate: unknown, Location unknown, Status…. Alive? 

   I can hear muffled whale song and dolphin chatter in the distance - they sound anxious. Oddly enough, I feel at peace. And 

peace is about it, I cannot feel my extremities, though I feel cradled somehow. 

   Wait…. Something is moving towards me…. I feel the displacement … the pressure……... 

*          *          * 

As of today …………….. 

   Admiral, Ensign Lyon reporting. I am happy to help in any way I can, but… 

   I don’t know all the ends and outs of this…it’s not my specialty…and… 

   Let me start over again. I grew up around Cetaceans. I heard stories and legends…I’m sorry but if what I think is 

happening is happening, we don’t have time to talk about my background. I am cutting right to the point. We might be 

shifting into another universe. One with a different harmonic resonance frequency. 

   Cetacean officers are quite good at picking up these frequency changes. And even if there is nothing wrong, if they pick up 

certain frequencies, they get very nervous. The smell from earlier…  Theoretically, when the dangerous frequency fluctuation 

was felt, our crew members shifted to a place of comfort. They are protected if the legends are true. I just hope there weren’t 

any non-cetaceans near when they shifted. Humanoid brains may not know how to process their place of safety – their comfort 

realm. There are exceptions. Highly intelligent humans may work it 

out. 

   To be clear…uh...I am not too clear about this…I just grew up 

around them, Admiral. Heard their stories. The Delphines I knew 

did not like to talk about this. I asked the navigational 

specialist Commander Hwiii about this Cetacean zone, but he 

declined to answer. If we have already shifted, it will explain the 

communications black out. Have Astrometrics check. They will 

probably find we aren’t where we are supposed to be. If they can 

even figure out where we are. 

    I hope that is helpful and I am willing to work wherever you need me.  

Chief Engineer's log, at least I hope to make a log entry soon … 

   There was this feeling of movement, like I was being pushed out into open space during a zero gravity exercise, without a 

space suit, but fortunately also without pain, dare I say like birth?  It was a very unnerving sensation. There was blinding light 

and I woke on a floor with Campbell close by.  Floor'ish, but it’s not 100% solid.   We are in what appears to be a bubble - 

surrounded by what I can only loosely describe as a fluidic space.  Outside the bubble all is pale green fluid with blue static 

fields fluctuating all around us.  We can breathe fine, gravity seems Earth-like, and we have our uniforms but no equipment, 

https://www.etonline.com/people/star-trek-discovery
https://www.cbs.com/
mailto:heimdalco@aol.com


 
pips, com badges or the scanners we were using before the event. Campbell can make out what he believes to be our Cetaceans 

crew off in the distance gathered around an unknown object, we also see what appears to be fragments of internal support 

structure and exterior sections of our ship. I can only hope the Heimdal is doing well.  One of the dolphin crew zipped by us. 

We were ignored.  She seemed very agitated.   

   Captain’s Log … 

   We continue to attempt to communicate with Starfleet but without any response. We are only picking up some kind of white 

noise that is unfamiliar to Communications Chief Blanks. She is running multiple scans. 

   RED ALERT is being maintained for the time being. 

   The Executive Committee and I have met with and debriefed Mr. Lyon. We have added him to the Situation Team … 

attempting to use every available tool at our disposal. 

   If what Mr. Lyon says is true, Mr. Millner and Mr. Campbell may be safe at the moment, which will buy us some time for 

figuring out what steps to take next. 

   Also troubling is that Dr. White has reported sporadic call-ins from several decks with reports of crewmen presenting with 

peculiar emotional symptoms. She is quarantining those affected in a special area of Sick Bay while she attempts to check 

them out.  

   What I find especially challenging and worrisome is that we may be a VERY long way from our last coordinates and we now 

have several situations going on aboard at the same time. I will meet with our Department Chiefs at 1600 to discuss this.   …   

Smith Out 

 

  CADET NEWS 

 

CADET JONAH RYAN 

By Angie Arnold 

   Jonah went deer hunting with his uncle the other day and they got a deer. He was super 

excited. His school studies are going well. He is still doing mixed martial arts. 

   He got a new haircut and his mom let him get some red highlights. He’s growing VERY fast 

and misses the Star Trek club.  

 

CADET ALLEN HATTER  

Devil’s Marble Yard 

By Jonathan Hatter 

   On Friday, November 20th, Cadet Allen Hatter and I 

departed for the Devil's Marble Yard camping area in 

National Bridge, Virginia. We would be camping with 

Scouts and leaders from BSA Troop 29. We all 

rendezvoused at the Boonsboro Food Lion to begin our 

caravan to the campsite. 

   We arrived around 7 PM and began setting up by head 

lamp and lantern. Cadet Allen had already practiced 

setting up his tent, so he had no trouble getting ready 

quickly; he even helped me set up mine. It was going to 

be about 37 degrees that night, so we made sure to pack 

the warm sleeping gear. After setup, we enjoyed some 

free time while Allen explored the area with some friends. 

   Saturday morning arrived and Cadet Hatter's patrol 

prepared French toast for their breakfast. Now that he has become a Boy 

Scout, the young men are responsible for preparing their own meals and 

completing the necessary clean up. The "Old Goats," aka the adult leaders, 

enjoyed a wonderful Dutch oven meal consisting of biscuits mixed with 

cheese and potatoes. Oh, and coffee. Gotta have coffee on a cool November 

morning!  

   After cleaning up, we all prepared for a hike to Devil's Marble Yard. It's 

roughly a mile long trek uphill over rocky terrain. This was one of the more 

challenging hikes the Cadet have embarked upon. Carrying plenty of water, 

we crossed several small streams reminding me that "The boots are 

waterproof, Dad," a theory I wasn't going to test myself. We arrived to 

marvel at the amazing views offered by the Marble Yard. We reached the 



 
base and dined on our packed rations of peanut butter and jelly sandwiches with trail mix. After a few minutes, Allen and 

his two partners began scaling the rocks. He decided to come back down and use the trail on the side of the rocks instead. 

The trail is vertical with large roots and wet rock, but the views are amazing.  

   After a few hours, it was time to regroup and head back to camp. We all marched back down the trail and rested. As 

dark began to set in, we gathered around the campfire and enjoyed some marshmallows. Allen again spent some time with 

friends playing games until it was bedtime. Sleep came quickly after the long hike that day.    

   Sunday was breakfast and clean up as we packed all our gear and made certain we left a clean campsite for others to 

enjoy. To finish the weekend, we circled the fire pit as a group, and each person shared something he learned over the 

weekend. It was now time to head home from another fun adventure in the woods.  

 

HEIMDAL’S PET FLEET 

 

HEIMDAL PET FLEET  

By Archie Blanks 

   Hello, fellow Heimdal members, 

   This is Archie, Dan and Glenda's cat and a proud member of Pet 

Fleet. I asked Mom if I could write this month's article. I wanted to 

thank you for voting for me for the best Halloween costume. I wasn't 

crazy about wearing that Elvis outfit, but it had its reward: y'all gave 

me a $10 gift card to PetSense, which Mom used to buy me some cat 

litter (when you gotta go, you gotta go), and a new ball. I chase that 

ball all over the house. It keeps me in shape so that I can deal with any 

alien life form that beams aboard the Heimdal. 

   Speaking of alien life forms, this Covid 19 is sure a tough one. If I could get a hold of it, I'd 

tear it to pieces with my sharp claws! Until Dr. White comes up with a vaccine, stay home 

and stay safe. 

   Hope everyone has a Meowy Christmas and a Happy New Year! … Yours, Archie                               
 

REGION ONE NEWS 

 

REGION ONE RC ELECTIONS  

By Stephen Stott, Starfleet Inspector General 

Members of R1, 

   The nomination phase has ended. Phillip Cox is the only nominee that received at 

least the minimum amount of nominations to qualify. He did not, however, receive 

50%+1 of the eligible nominations to win the election in this phase. Since he is the 

current acting RC he will undergo a vote of confidence. The VOC will run from 

December 1, 2020 thru December 30, 2020. Eligible chapters must send a yea or nay 

vote to retain Philip Cox as the RC or not. Please email me your votes in the time 

period posted to ig@sfi.org. 

Live long and prosper, 

Commodore Stephen Stott 

IG STARFLEET 

Editor’s Note: The Heimdal has cast her vote of confidence for Phillip Cox, the 

current Acting Regional Coordinator. He is the only person currently seeking the 

position and is the only person who has any experience at all with the position, even 

though it is not a lot. The previous RC, Ruth Long, doesn’t wish to run for the position. 

   Regional Coordinator is a HUGE responsibility and we wish Phillip God Speed and good luck. 

     

STAR TREK STUFF 
 

MEANEY IN ALDI CHRISTMAS AD 

T’BONZ 

   ‘Tis the season for holiday advertisements and Star Trek actor Colm Meaney will be appearing in one of this season’s 

Christmas ads, this one for Aldi. 

Archie in a Heimdal simulator 

Phillip Cox 



 
   Meaney will be taking on the role of Santa Claus and will be narrating the story in the ad, which features Kevin the 

Carrot, a familiar character used in Christmas advertising for Aldi in the U.K. and Ireland. 

   “I thought it was about time that I played the big man himself,” said Meaney, “and so was delighted to be asked 

by Aldi to be part of its Christmas campaign.”  The experience was a “total joy,” he added. “Kevin the Carrot and his 

family were incredibly welcoming on set. 

  “This year has been incredibly challenging for everyone but 

I hope that over the festive season people will be able to enjoy 

this special time with family and friends – and maybe the odd 

mince pie or turkey sandwich.” 

   Go to YouTube and search Aldi Christmas Launch Advert 

2020. (It’s really cute-G) 

From trektoday.com 

 

LITTLE KNOWN STAR TREK FACTS 

 
 

A NIFTY APP FOR NEWS, STAR TREK STYLE! 

By Weston Web 

   This app is called STARSS (a combination of “Star” and “RSS” which means: Really Simple 

Syndication. An RSS is a web feed that allows users and applications to access updates to websites in a 

standardized, computer-readable format. These feeds can, for example, allow a user to keep track of 

many different websites in a single news aggregator). Currently, the app is FREE and only available in 

the Apple App Store and can be downloaded to iPhone, iPod and iPad devices, but may soon be available 

on Google Play for Android devices!  

   The interface in STARSS is based on LCARS (“Library Computer Access/Retrieval System”), which 

is a fictional operating system originated by Star Trek: The Next Generation. And 

frankly, LCARS is a fairly dystopian vision of the future of operating systems. While 

meant to be futuristic, LCARS—and thus, the STARSS app—employs a decidedly 

’70s-era, retro look. The interface in STARRS replicates the style and actions a Starfleet crew member 

would have to take to retrieve information in a terminal display where you tap Ascend and Descend 

buttons to navigate through your RSS feeds of your favorite news sources.  

   To configure the app as an alternative to all those news sites and to get them all in one place, follow 

these simple steps with screenshots! 

1. Download the app from the App Store - just search for “starss” and download it to your device 

2. Open the app on your device and you will be greeted with the landing screen of the LCARS 

RSS terminal 



 
3. “Settings” gives you options to adjust the reader text size, initiate self-destruct if you drop your 

device during a reading session, use different styles of Red Alert, enable or disable ambient 

bridge sounds, sync your RSS across all your devices and change the app icon color to Star 

Trek uniform colors (gold, red and blue) - Click “Confirm” to save the changes and go back to 

the main screen 

4. “Soucres” is where you can see all your RSS feeds, activate the ones you want to show up in 

your feed, remove the feeds that you no longer read and add a new feed. 

5. On the “Reader” page there are some very interesting and fun options to choose from. 

Weapons fires phasers and photon torpedoes. Red Alert calls for all crew members to man 

their battle stations and brace for impact! 

6. Adding a new feed requires a few steps: 

7. Click on “New” on the “Sources” page - this opens up a browser window where you can 

search for news feeds 
a. Let’s add the trektoday.com RSS feed to our reader as an example! Type into your browser searchbar “star 

trek rss feed” 

b. Select “TrekToday RSS Feed Launches – TrekToday 

c. On the following page, we are going to copy the link RSS link that ends in “rss.xml.” This is the link that 

will add all the new stories and news to your reader - this also works in other RSS new readers! 

d. Click “Engage” at the bottom right to initiate the popup where the information will be filled in. The top text 

area is where the name of the feed goes and this can be anything you’d like! The bottom text area where the 

link goes! 

f. Once your feed has been added, 

head back to the landing screen and 

select “Reader,” this will display the 

stories from your feed! You can then 

follow the steps again to add more 

feeds from other news sources or 

enjoy reading through the feed you 

added. 

g. Alternatively, if you have already 

copied the link of an RSS feed from 

another location on your device outside of the STARSS app, clicking “Engage” on the browser 

window inside the STARSS app will open the popup without having to re-search for the info 

you already have.  

 

  

LETTERS, WE GET LETTERS 

We got a wonderful letter again from Dave Pitts, who reads everyone’s 

Monthly Status Reports. It’s such a cool letter I just wanted everyone to 

see it: 

Greetings, 

   MSR received. Thank you for filing on time. 

   First, please accept my condolences on the passing of Jeanne Wilson. I 

was going to suggest you could add her name to the Fleet Memorial, but I 

saw it was already there. If you want, you could contact her family and run 

this by them. It has to do with posthumous promotions. See below. 

   "If a member dies while on active duty with STARFLEET, their name can be put forth for a ‘posthumous’ 

promotion (maximum of one rank higher). Approval must be received from the family, and their name MUST be 

submitted within 30 days of the notification of death to be considered. If they have achieved the highest rank possible, 

then their name may be forwarded to STARFLEET Academy for consideration as a name for a Boothby Award. Fleet 

Captain Kelli Caplette is the Promotions Officer and she can be reached at promotions@sfi.org if you want to follow 

up on this. Your call, of course. 

   I see you have an Academy graduate. Please also pass along my congratulations to Michael Lewis for his grade of 

DISTINCTION on Institute of Space Studies exam. WELL DONE! 

   Yes, this COVID mess is just getting worse, isn't it? I might have said this last month, but who would have thought 

mailto:promotions@sfi.org


 
back in January when this was just getting started that we'd be fighting it still in November? Not me! :-( 

   I LOVE that float idea you have and the Reverse Parade concept. I hope Heimdal gets a trophy for that. 

   Very pleased to read about the All Hands approach Heimdal has. Great work on the up and coming List Serve. 

   GLAD to read that you are able to fulfil your charity sponsor obligations. I know that made for some happy hearts. 

   A ZOOM Christmas Ugly Sweater Party? I like it. Don't be a Grinch! Have fun! 

   Phaser Paintball? BLAP! OWW! Don't forget your Face shields and Armor. 

   Please pass along my thanks to your stellar crew, and add it to yours. 

   Take care in the coming days, but do your best to have fun while you're at it. 

    In closing, let me say STAY WELL and have a virus free day! 

VAdm Dave Pitts 

USS STORMBRINGER Chief of Operations 

Senior Vice Chief STARFLEET Operations   

 

WHAT’S NEXT? 

 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

    JANUARY HEIMDAL MEETING Teaser: We will have a special meeting guest speaker on ZOOM at our 

January 16 meeting. We obviously can’t have our Annual Chili Fest’ and Movie Night but we want to make 

January special. You don’t want to miss it. Mark your calendars for January 16. WOW! WATCH THIS SPACE 

NEXT MONTH for details … 

   We’re still working on making even our ZOOM meetings special and fun … and we’re learning more about ZOOM and 

how we can use it as a fantastic Heimdal tool. Just hang in there with us and you won’t be sorry. We may even try to have 

a ZOOM meeting in the future with another Starfleet chapter. 

 

THAT’S IT - WE QUIT … 

   This has been such an exciting issue of our newsletter. Being able to do a 

special section about us winning an award at this year’s Christmas Parade was 

just spectacular. It was a very positive end to the most challenging year 

EVER. Way back when we did a Costume Contest for our ZOOM Halloween 

Party Willy said he didn’t think we could pull that off, but after we did, he 

said, “I believe we can do most anything.” After winning the award at the 

parade, he’s CONVINCED we can. And so are we …  

    We hope you all have a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS, whether you’re 

fortunate enough to be spending it with family and friends or are spending it 

with them on ZOOM. There will be brighter days ahead. 

   Also have a HAPPY NEW YEAR. When we said that last year we had no 

idea what was to come. Saying that this year is ending 2020 on a good note. 

We’ve risen to the challenges 2020 has given us and we’ve excelled in so 

many new and different and POSITIVE ways. We’re really looking forward 

to spending 2021 with all of you. 

                      Linda, Glenda and Willy 

         
Disclaimer: No part of this newsletter is intended as an infringement on the Star Trek copyright held by Paramount or 

any other company or entity. This is just us having fun.                                         
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 We’ll see you around the galaxy… 
 



 
                                                                                                                CHRISTMAS SWEATERS FROM THE PAST … 

 
Apollo 17  mission, astronauts Eugene A. Cernan and  

Harrison H. Schmitt stayed for a record 75 hours on  

 the surface of the moon, conducting three separate  

surface excursions in the Lunar Rover vehicle and  

collecting 243 pounds of rock and soil samples.    

December 19, 1972 

 

Submitted by Dennis Henderson For Christmas:   

   

A Week Before Christmas 

  by Jack Schmitt 

 

A week before Christmas,  

and all through the lm*, 

not a commander was stirring, 

not even Cernan. 

The samples were stowed in their places with care,  

in hopes with due (?) they soon will be there. 

Gene in his hammock, 

and I in my cap, 

just settled our brains for a short lunar nap.  

Up on the commoose(?) there rose such a datter (clatter??), 

I sprang from my hammock to see what was the matter.  

Done (should that be down?)on the breadth of the surface 

below, 

came the luster of objects as if in snow,  

and what do (to?) my wandering eyes should appear,  

but a miniature rover and eight tiny reindeer, 

and a little old driver so lively and quick,  

I knew in a moment it must be Saint Nick.  

I heard him explain over the hills he did speed,  

Merry Christmas to all and to you all God speed.  

 

*lm--lunar module 

 

 

                                                                                
   

 

 

                             


